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The world was all before them, where to find 
Their place of rest, and PROVIDENCE their guide 
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To 
SIR JOHN SMITH, Baar. 


WITH THE DEEPEST SENSE OF GRATITUDE 
FOR DISTINGUISHED AND UNMERITED FAVORS, 
| THIS LITTLE PIECE, 


{ HAPPILY DESCRIPTIVE OF THOSE VIRTUES 
BY HIM SO EMINENTLY POSSESSED ! ) 


- * IS MOST RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED 
BY HIS DEVOTED, 
MOST OBLIGED AND GRATEFUL SERVANT, 


THE EDITOR. 
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EMBOLDENED by the kind recep- 
tion this little piece has met with, while 
in manuscript, (not only from the small 
circle of his acquaintance, but from some 
whose works and abilities are well known 
in the literary world) though not uncon- 
scious of its many imperfections, the 
Author humbly commits it to the pro- 
tection of the Public. 


Many of the incidents here related, 
are founded on facts, and most of the 
characters drawn from real life: The 
Author trusts that the Reader will easily 
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discern Gratitude, F riendship, and Feeling 
to be the most prominent features of the 
work, and that he has cautiously avoided 
every expression that might give offence 
to the most scrupulous delicacy. 


: Conscious of this fact, whatever may 
be its fate, he will still enjoy this re- 
flection, that if he has not pleased or en- 
tertained the world, he has not injured 
or corru pted it, by inveCtive or obscenity. 


-unbappy. Monmouth, ir1itated at the perfidy 
: ample fortune, descended from an illustrious 


mesdic life, to oppose the enemy of his liberty 
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1 N that inauspicious age when tyranny and 
superstition went hand in hand; — when the 


of an ungenerous Monarch, * or deluded by 
the golden dreams of ambition, assembled his 
daring adberents, and encouraged them to draw 
the sword of civil rebellion, a Gentleman of 


family, the proprietor of a considetable estate 
in the West of England, unfortunately follow 
ed the footsteps of this enterprizing . 0 
er, and voluntarily. forsook the comforts of do- 
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2 DOVEDELL_ HALL: 
and religion: his only son Edwin, fired by the 
example of his. father, and eager to Cistinguish 


himself in the paths of glory, also attended him 


on this fatal expedition. In vain did his dis- 
tiessed mother use every effort of maternal and 
conjugal eloquence, to restiain those for whom 
she wished to live, from an attempt equally sin- 
gular and hazardous. | 


But it is an invariable rule with mankind, to 


be obstinately inflexible and determined, in the 


pursuit of those things that lead them to their 


ruin; while on the other hand, few have spirit 
to carry into executicn, that which may 
be more easily effected, and would eventu- 
ally contribute to permanent felicity. Designs 
the most romantic and inconsistant, are gene- 
rally prosecuted with the greatest ardour and 
 intrepidity ; this assertion the commotions of 
those, and former times, amply exemplify !.. : 


How unequal were the few undiciplined 


troops of Monmouth, to the embodied forces 
of a warlike Nation? Miracles precluded, suc- 
Tess was absolutely impossible To be brief 
with a circumstance, which has been often and 


elegantly deseribed in the page of history, we 
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here only. need say, that this bold atternpt was 
entirely frustrated by a final defeat of the Re- 
bels, and the capture of their Leader: amon 
many others, the hapless father of Edwin fell 
into the hands of the enemy; but his son, with 
difficulty, escaped, by hiding himself in the 
trunk of a decayed oak, till the cover of the 
night, favored him with an opportunity of re- 
treating into the inmost recess of an extensive 
EE TE 


What pen shall attempt to describe the feel 
ings of this miserable youth, in those moments 
of anxiety and distraclion? He had a soul, 
formed by nature, susceptible of the keenest 
Sensations ; a liberal education, and an early 
passion for the Muses, had added the finishing 
touch to that sensibility, which is ever the dis- 
tinguishing characteristic of noble and virtuous 
minds. | * | 
O! ye, whose souls are capable of sympa- 
thizing with the children of affliction, picture to 
yourselyes, in all the glowing colours of ima- 
gination, the situation of this unfortunate wan- 
derer !—chased by the haggard form of terror, 
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tearing his way thro* piercing thorns, and en- 
tangling briars, insensible to every. external 
wound, and feelingly alive only to mental ago- 
ny and distress! Cs On. 
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The distant moon was cheering the opposite 
Hemisphere—the stars, ordained to enlrven the 
nocturnal gloom, hid themselves behind the 
rolling scene of impenetrable clouds, refusing 
to emit one auspicious ray — cloathed in her 


deepest sables, night—solitary night, seemed to 


deplore the fate of the vanquished, in a sighing 
gale, and drizzling shower: stung with re- 
morse for his undutiful conduct towards the 
best of Mothers, who, partly through his in- 
discretion was become obnoxious to the rage 
of a merciless Conqueror, ——Harrowed with 
the most tormenting reflections on the fate of a 
Father, whose blood, he knew, would be scarce 
sufficient, in the eye of cruelty, to atone for his 
crimes,. Edwin at length finding himself in 
the thickest, and most impenetrable part of 
the forest, groped his way to the foot of a steep 
bank, overhung with mossy roots, and thick 
foliage, sufficient to afford a tolerable shelter 
from the inclemency of the night, and laid him 


| misfortunes. 


— 


 DOVEDELL AAL. F, 


—— —— = 


down, not to 
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rest, but to ruminate on that days! 
Not a breeze moved the rustling leaves a- 
bove; not a drop pattered on the ground be- 
neath, but his active fancy represented some 
blood- thirsty adversary, rushing through the 
thicket in pursuit of him !—His heart was agi- 
ted like the vast ocean, when lashed by the 
northern blast. Now he raises his head from 
his mossy pillow, and listens with silent atten- 
tion — again he tries to compose hirnself; starts 
again, and lays his hand on his sword - unac- 
eustomed to the hardships of misfortune —nurs- 
ed in the lap of affluence, and sheltered under 
the wings of paternal indulgence, how dread- 
ful must be the transition to banishment, penu- 


ry, and distress? 

Slowly, and miserably passed the solemn 
hours, till nature exhausted with those uncom- 
mon exertions, sunk down in a kind of lethar- 
tic dejection. ee | 
_ Scarce had he closed his weary eyes, when 
the delusive power of fancy gave to his mental 
view all the horrors of the preceding day. A- 
gain. the din of battle thundered in his ears 3 
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VPP 
the shouts of the victors, the cries of the van 
quished, and the groans of the dying! In vain 
he seemed to attempt a retreat, constrained by 
savage bands, to witness the untimely fate of 
his beloved parent: he saw him gashed with 
ghastly wonnds, and weltering in his gore! wild 
rolled his eye-balls in the agonies of death! 
whilst the infernal executioners, sharpened his 


last pangs, by insolence and reproach! 5 


Shocked at the perpetration of a deed so 
War and inhuman, he made a violent effort 
to extricate himself from his enemies, which 
broke his distressing Slumber, and restored um 
back 3 

| To all the cares of waking clay, a 

And inconsistent dreams of day. 


All pale and trembling, he started Go. his: 
£ylvan bed, and clambered to the top of the 


bank under which he had slept: not a linger- 
ing cloud sullied the azure arch of Heaven: 4 
the golden Ruler of day ascending in all his 


majesty, shewed half his ample face over the 


eastern hills: the lucid pearls of morn, twink- 
led tremulous, on every spray; and the thick- 
et echoed with the responsive melody of the 
eathered Choirs : though nature wore her most 
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: WW cxhilaai ing «miles, ard faunted 1 in her gayest 
rcbes, yet had she no charms fer him—erief, 
terror, and despair alternately wrung his heart, 
and tore from his blecding breast, every ag 
that renders existence itself desirable. 


T edious and terrible were the hours of W 
yet were those of day scarce less unwelcome; 
the situation of our young adventurer became 
every moment mote dangerous and alarming 
« Perheps” said he to himself, © this place | is 
beset, on every side, by vigilant and powerful 
enemies, and all. possibility of retreat entirely 
cut off ! should not this be the case, and should 
de fortunate enough to effect an escape, what 
resource have I now left to support existence? 
to return home would be throw ing myself vo- 
Juntarily into the jaws of certain destruction 
Home did I say? is there any such place for 
me on earth? Ere long, like me, my di- 
tre ssed mother will have no home —left unpro- 
tected to the mercies of the sons of rapine and 

_ avarice!—my Facher— the tender guardian of 
my youth, doubtless is no more ! Oh heaven! 
for what should I wish to live? This instru- 
ment of ſate is ready to give me everlasting li- 
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the top of a hill, which owing to the sterility 
of the soil, afforded little. more than- a few 
. unprofitable shrubs, thinly. scattered around. 
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berty!” So saying he half umbeeds his — 

then ponders a moment, and returns it to the 
scabbard; his fortitude fails hirn: he shudders 
at the nid resolution, and a copious flood of 
tears relieves his bursting heart — The sense 
of danger again revives, and urges him to me- 
ditate his escape — no traces of human footsteps 
appear, but in the track by which he came: 

He turns into it, and,, after. some difficulties, 
finds himself in a deep- worn path; which had 
the appearance of an arbor, of immense length, 
finely arched with a canopy of hazel and willow 3 


yet he plainly perceived it had been long unfre- 


quented, by the abundance of course grass, and 
wild flowers, with which it was overun. _ 


By a gradual ascent he at length arrives 3 at 


From this eminence, however, he had a most 
extensive view of the country; but his eye was 


attracted by a solitary building which appeared 


at the * of the hill, * the THY 
part of the wood. 


Various were the deeper ad — 
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— be Indulgeticen hits — occur- 
renee; no place seemect better adapted for a re. 
treat ſor and handitti, or a kind of 
watch tower, for spies sent out to bring back 
chose unhappy weiches, like himself, — 
escaped the rage of battle on the preceding day: 
every hour nature grew more faint, and her ne- 
teſſities became more urgemgladly would 
he hat sought the haunts of society, but busy 
ee inted. out to him à thousand 

dangers attending on the at- 
tempt: Hisvexigencies, however, at last pot 
the ö —— and he resolved to 
draw ias near as possible, without being dis- 
covered, in onder to take'a more particular view 
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of e mansion; and to endeavor to 9 
27 of its inhabitants (if in- ſi. 
4 iced) f 5 b which be might judge how to act 1 


6 with that prodence and. — 
d. stances required. | 


as || Wich the utmost care, he walked "Orgy 
ed de Vülbes , till arrived within an hundred yards 
est | of the House, of which, and its situation, he 
2 hed before kee e cient de. Tut 
s 2 
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0 3 bo he stainp of antiquity and ri 
| Sing superior to the ful tooth of time, still 
| retained soime softenecꝭ vestiges of disti 
workmanthip, and: cansequential grandeur ! 
The eastern sun blazed full on its windows in 
the front, hose curiouslydisposed panes 8park + 
led with all the-colours of the * 
court wall was entirely decayed and sunk in ru- 
in; but two huge columns, which formerly 
Supported the massy gates, yet remained per- 
fe& and immoveable: those the sculptor's hand 
bad laboured to adorn with warlike trophies; || 5 
and pompous devices. On the south side, a 
large garden, laid out in ian elegant modern 
stile, convinced him that it must be under the 
1 immediate care of some industrious proprietor, 
4 and not, as he at first conjectured, a temporary 
4 retreat for the uncivilized sons of gf and 
5 rapine. | 


The rural and which 1 in the 
recent improvements, on every side, greatly 
prepossessed him in favor of the owner. 


oth Can a person” says he to himself, © thus : 
devoted to peace and retirement, have any part 
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in the tumults 100 7 7 these unhappy, 
times Can he be influenced by avarice or 
ambition, to espouse the cause of a par ty, whony' 
tortune has placed in a situation so remote* 
from the cares and bustle-of life, and to whom 
she has given a relish for the enjoyment of phi- 
lisophical ease, and rural tranquiſity? doubtless 
he has a generous hearft; and e Will 
not despise the unfortunate” 0 e erf ange 


Encouraging himself with TO arguments, 
he advanced towards: the court, Which he 
scarcely had entered, when casting his eyes 
towards a little arbour, composed of laylac, and 
woodbine, he discovered a person, scemingly 
advanced somewhat beyond the meridian of 
life, and very decently dressed, sitting in a stu- 
dious posture on a mossy stone, wich a bool 
neatly bound in his hand, who the moment he. 
beheld Edwin, rose from his seat, and came 
forward to meet him. He was tall of stature, 
of a graceful deportment; and in his counte- 
nance, dignity and benevolence seemed Pour- 7 
trayed in the most obvious characters - 
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too visible to escape his penetration, Edwin 
after making his obeisance to him, as to his Fax, 
perior, thus addressed him. 


* Lire 1 vincerely ask your pardon for un- 
Seasonably i interrupting your studies, by a visit 
80 abrupt and unexpected; but I hope the ne- 
cæssities of my situation at this time, will in 


some measure, 888 for who e 1 * 
taken.. 


Pray Sir,” n 8 we 
call his Benevolent host far ogy ebay <wave: 
all ceremony on this point; rance 
and address are sufficient 3 your: 
favor, and cannot fail to recommend you to 

respect and estcem : my curiosity, indeed, ex | 
cites a desire to hear on what extraordinary oc- 
casion you have been induced to honor me. 
with a visit, in a situation se entiwely ec huded 
from the world, and-uaknown to fame: ne- 


vertheless, seeing yow are muck fatigued with 


your journey, 1 defer forther enquiries, until 


you have taken some-refrechmene at my house, 
een mposed your weanied spirits. 


Nature * strongly within, and Rania 


DOVEDELL RALL * 
—— — 
with every expression of 5 — his 
offer, and followed him into a large parlour, a- 
dorned with an elegant book- case; a gre 

number of very valuable family pictures, by 
the best masters; and many Fine prints, which 
gave him a still higher idea of the genius and 
taste of che proprietor. 
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At che farther end of the room, w by the side 
of an harpsichord, on which stood a handsome 


pair of globes; 2 * girl was Working at her 
needle; 3 | 


_ Thoughtless of Beauty, «he was Beauty's self 


ier auburn hair, in glossy ringlets, hung 
carelessly upon her shoulders; her eyes were of 
2 fine blue, clear and vivid ; the roce. and lily 
happily combined, to give the finishing touch 
ta the most regular, and elegant set of features 
imaginable: the neatness of her dress was 
charmingly characteristic of innocence and sim 
plicity—a direct contrast to the glare of osten 
tation, or n . Gecorations of aspiring I 
vanity'; re EE | 9 
— — — For bveliness KA [ft 
Needs not the foreign aid of ornament, 5 
But i, when runder d, em the most. 
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As her father, and his guest entered the 


room, she put by her work, and rose from her g 
chair —a sudden blush diffused itself over her N 
cheek, and. threw a tenfold lustre on her beau- | 
ries. She made a handsome courtesy, and 4 
retired. | f 


Edwin followed her wich his eyes a sudden 0 
confusion stole on his trenibling. nerves a se- | « 
cret something, which he had never before felt, pe 
agitated his bosom, and caused him to wish she WW 4 
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had made a longer stay. Absorbed in the 


my 


pleasing vision, he forgot for a moment, his 
precarious and critical situation; with all the 


N 
j 
| | dangers to which fortune had exposed him. 4 
i 22 
He was, however, enough master of himself, 5 
| | to conceal his perturbation from Eugenio, who I x 
| | instantly rang a bell, and a servant, in a hand- de 
| | some livery, appeared, to whom he gave or- ey 
. ders, and a vey plentiful cold collation was in 
immediately served ee 4 de 
Having finished his repase, and the 1 - | 
being removed, Eugenio expressed a desire to 7 
hear Edwin's relation of nis adventures, which * 


he concluded, from some intimations that had 
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been accidentially thrown out by him, to be 
extraordinary; and not being willing his 
daughters should lose their share in the enter- 
ta inment, they were sent for, and Emma, the 
eldesr;-whom Edwin had before seen, entered 
the room, leading her younger sister, a beauti- 
ful girl, about fourteen, by the hand. 


e Twas with the utmost difficulty Edwin 


composed himself; but Emma's embarras- 
ment and confusion were too visible to escape 
the attention of her father, who, however, at- 
tributed it to causes quite different to that, 
from which it really proceeded.” © | 


The lovely daughters took their seats by the 


side of cheir father; and Edwin thus began. 
e Nothing, sir, but the generous treatment 
I have met with at this place, and the confi- 
dence which I repose in your goodness, could 
extort from me the secret I am now going to 


impart; and which if publicly divulged, will 


bring upon me nothing less than certain de- 
Struction!”" | | 


2 Emma felt che force of chese words vibrate 


on her heart- strings; and, to hide her emo- 
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tions, Ne her fan before her face. Her little 
sister gazed on the hapless narrator wich * m 
Pathetic concern. 


Eugenio fathomed the matter in an. nenne 
and thus interrupted him. 


«© Though thus far removed from my Se 
of popularity, we are not quite out of the reach. 
of public intelligence, from which I learn, with 
corrow, that my country is destracted with: in 
ternal. divisions 3 and that ĩt is on the verge of 
being involved in all the calamities of civil wars 
J profess myself inviolably attatched to tha 
protestant religion; but am so far neuter as to 
compassionate the distresses of individuals o 


either party; and make e it a poitt of duty to re- 
lieve their necess ties. 


« Your appearance, at first Sight, convinces; 


me you were not of common extraction — That 


weapon which graces your side, 5 duce 
my fears but I need not torture your teclings, 
by repeating my suspiccons . 


« If all that friendship can do can ensure ye your 
tafety, you have nething to fear at this 7 — 
and Happy shall ber should my Peer enden 
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curs, contribute any thing, to your Laute wel. 
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After returning bis "warmest Ack nowleche 
ments for this distingushed goodness, Edwin 
thus proceeded: 


I need fot enter into an investigation of 
the unfortunate Monmouth's motives for taking 
up arms, nor of tlie great preparations” made 


for effecting his intended pw pose, previous to 


his landing on the western coast those are cir- 
cumstances with which I cannot; suppose you 


are unacquainted; suffice it then to say, that, i in 


an inauspicious hour, my father, though pos- 
sessingen ample hereditary estate on the-beiders 


of Dorsetshire, espoused his cause; when rash 


and confident of success, I accompanied him 
to the field, in opposition to all the intreaties 
and remonstrances of an affectionate mother; 
and yesterday morning, near the village of 
Sedgemore, commenced that fatal engagement, 
which has not only defeated all my fend 
hopes, but driven me into exile, and FheFatogs 


_— branch of my ſamily with ruin.“ 


* en 10d} my heart beat with danspon, 
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when at the first onset I beheld the enemy's in- 
fantry give way? But too soon the vain illu- 
sion vanished! and the dastardly Lord Gray 
threw all into confusion by a precipitate flight, 
Why did I live to see that fatal moment?“ 
Ae paused, and wiped away the start- 
ing tear 1 „ 
© Vet obstinate and furious was the contest, 
and victory seemed doubtful and undetermined, 
till by some fatal misconduct, our troops in 
turn gave way the rout was universal dread- 
ſul was the slaughter made by the insatiate pur- 


— 


zuers The country was strewed with the 
carcases of the dead and wounded; and a few, 


among whom was my father, escaped present 
destruction, by surrendering themselves pri- 
soners. My horse having been shot under me, 
providenee directed me in my retreat to the 
most forlorn, and intricate part of the country, 
where I hid myself in a large oak, -an ex- 
pedient which a late English Monarch was ne- 
eessitated to adopt till the approach of even- 

ing; when, encouraged by the gloomy tran- 
-quility which reigned around, I ventured forth, 
and had not walked far, before I saw a fine 


woo i as 
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horse, grazing in the fields, which with some 
F difficulty I got near to, and seized by the fore- 
lock. After some scruples about the justice 
- of the act, necessity prevailed on me to mount 
him, after making a kind of halter with some 
g eord I had accidentally put in my pocket.“ 
e then crossed the country, through by- 
A ways with the utmost speed, and without any 
* interruption, till I arrived at the confines of 
n this vast wood; when finding it impracticable 
do proceed farther on horseback, I turned the 
3 weary animal loose, and forced my way on foot 
xe into the most l t, till fatigued 
„ with the labours of the day, I sat me down in 
nt sorrow and silence, and sunk into a slumber, 
i- | little less distressing than the realities I had 
e, o recently been witness to!“ y 
18 « J rose with the rising sun, and still had 
F: | wandered destitute of the common necessaries, 
essential to the support of nature, had not your 
- | bounty administered speedy and unexpected re- 
N- lief, in che hour of exigence. My worthy be- 
n- nefactor !—I feel in my breast the utmost gra- 
a -tirnide for such unexampled kindness, and for- 
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| — miserable, deluded wrelch! 
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getting my own ee I. xrewble Toe yours, 
which IL will not endanger by staying here; e- 
very punishment chat an exasperated enemy 
could inflict on me, would be light and trivia}, 
compared to the cruel reflection of. having been 


1nztiumentab to the ruin, or at least imparing 


the happiness of chose Whose benevolence and 


hamanity do honor to the human race L. ong, 
long may you enjoy that sacred tranquility, to 
Which I am doomed. to bid an eternal adieu! 
happiness and repose are not bor me—hence- 


forth I Seek it not on this side the, grave my 


father if living—oh ! how gladly Would I ran- 
som his life at the expence of my own?—bur 
heaven forbids my mother — tis too much 


For * 2 44 "Ti; 
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He could proceed no farther; — . The love- 
:ly Emma burst into a flood, of tears, which 
She struggled in vain to conceal Twas 
MORE THAN CoMPaSSION |! - She cast an 
oblique glance on Edwin The en 
Was fixed indelibly on his heart 1 y T: 


The generous Eugenio wiped the hs 


- ny drop from his eye—His little Maria caught 
the sympathelic sorrow; and paid the tribute 
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ately : fond of mucic—in addition to every other [ 
accochplfsbment, Emma played charmingly on 's 
þ 
| the harpsichord, ,when in order to diveit the 10 
$1 
mind of his guest, he desired her to favor them bo 
; with an air; conscious of the disorder of her 9 
| frame, and faculties, she begged to be excused, © 
: but Edwin joining in the request, she at length þ 
) Conxented, 4 PH the tolowing 9 
l | Nen * 
f n ure Streamlet! gently . 3 1 | 
{ -p | Bubbliog from thy pebbly ua x; — 11471 4 
- Bid the roses brighter glow... . "oy 
t F n 5 
q 3 197 bi bramigs late 372 nden 7 a * 
| ded devious. wander, never to return! . - 
. Let my tears thy current well, , 8 "i 
- | While my. Dauox's fate 1 mourn, : : Wh. 
h = Lo the tragrant breezes „ N 1 
5 : How Pleasure flies, . V #3 
a How Rapture diess f bY. 
n And Time glides swiftly, never to return l. * 
n How blest che Maid who never loves? 1 ) * 
But treats the Uxchix's arts with Scorn 1, a 1 
= Acts what virtue still approves ; | 3 = 
: Enjoys her lot, PM ® 3K 
IT 27 A&D! ren ga lone Cot 3,17 124 1 * FF 
e And quits che wide World, never to "rerun. 19 
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"The Strain was sweet and plaintive—to him 


g tas incomparable—but the rigid critic would 
| Have discovered errors in it, the cause of 


which we leave to the reader's penetration. 


The young stranger paid her the highest 
compliments on her proficiency, which were 
accepted with becoming modes x. 


Eugenio desirous of detaining his ag eiblk 
guest, and unwilling to distress him by more 
particular enquiries inro past circumstances, a- 


mus ed him with a brief history of his own life, 


in the following terms. 


« 1 doubt not, sir, but you think it very ex- 
traordinary that a person who is blessed with a 
genteel co rom like myself, should thus 
up in obscurity, from what the 

world denominates pleasure and happihess— 
like those of the generality of mankind, were 


once my ideas; 2 such had they still been, 


had not a reverse of fortupe, severe and humi- 


liating, led me to view things in a quite dif- 1 


lerent light.“ 


« My father was the immediate descendant 
of an ancient and honorable family ; myself be- 
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ing an only son, at a very early age was left 
heir to an immense fortune, which I was no 


sooner in possession of than, dazzled with the 
glare of opulence, and charmed with the allure- 
ments of pleasure, I gave way to every excess 
gf riot IE profusion ; every hour of my life— 
with shame I speak it—only constituted one 
continued round of licentious dissipation + 
Britain's Metropolis could scarce afford enter- 
tainment sufficient to satisfy my boundless de- 
sires. My companions were persons of the 
most abandoned principles, who had rendered 
themselves as notorious for their enormities, as 
2 A made them conspicuous for birth 


: prompted by their example I ar- 


EW znduls every species of extravagance 
till I found my finances on the decline.“ q 


« J now resolved to pay my addresses to an 
accomplished young lady, with whose family 
1 previously had some acquaintance ; but 
they had long withdrawn their attentions, on 
account of my imprudent conduct. I flattered 
3 that, by this connexion, I should repair 

y shattered fortune; and once more be ena- 


died w/ shine in that exalted station of nber. 


Fd 
14 
F' v 
C a? 
1 
1 
1 
1 
9 
. 
1 
We 
- 
BY 
1 
f * 
i Y 
Pr, 
LS | 
: lt 
. 
. 
7 
7 
1 
"4 
< 
1 
A 
{+ 
«M0 
ll 
tt 
0 
0 * 1, 
: N 
2 
0 
4 
4 
F 
1Y 
k 
13 
nm 
; 
*. 
i 
$4 
ES 
7 
h 
1 
1 
14 


— 
22 
2 


5 <- 
— 


— 
8 
23 


PE: 


* 
1 
"pz 
18 
1 
gs 
gn? 


—— 


— 


Sx * 


Ya " "I * 
* es 


— ” = _ * 8 

— W Ab —_— 3 
- 82 
- 


— 


* mths = — 
3 * 
— 

= wh 


r mA | 3 
* 2 3 _ 
a * pe 5 


— 


ib RTE 
= 


24 | DOVEDELL HALL, 


— — — 


8 


tinism, from which I was falling; and pro- 
mised myself: still to indulge those vices and 


vanities, which seemed so esscntial to my hap- 


piness. * Conscious of my superior advantages 
of person and adcress, which had, alas! proy- 
ed too often fatal to female frailty, I fondly 


persuaded myseif that success was infallible; 


and the conquest casy : but how was I dis- 
appointed when, on putting my resolution to 
the test, I found that the object of my wishes 
Was one of close wha judge not from external 


- appearances, or injudiciously confide in a few 
specious protestations-—imy. character Was no- 


torious—my motives she deliberately weighed 


| in the ballance of reason an absolute denial 


Was tlie consequence: I need not tell you, sir, 
how severcly I felt the shock of this unexpe ced 
repulse for her person I felt en like 


affection; but my mercenary heart, was more 


particularly engrossed by that more desirable 
appendage, which I flattered myself the bounty 
of her parent would Be en put in may 


Posscssion. 


Dicheartened by the Appelt of 
Ampcatant Scene, I retuined again to try m 
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fortune at the gaming table, where, by a series 
of unsuccessful attempts, I soon found myself 
involved in new embarrassments.” | 


« Driven to the utmost emergencies, in vain 
did I apply to my former friends for assistance; 


they not only slighted me as an incumberance 


to their society, but treated me with apparent 
contempt.“ ” FE.” 


« *T'was then, and not till then, I began to 


teflect —I now saw myself in that point of 


view in which every judicious and serious ob- 
server had long beheld me, and was startled at 
the impartial retrospect of my past life. 
Heavens! how long the catalogue of vice and 
absurdity ?-—W hat-was to be done ?—of all the 
ample possessions my father had bequeathed to 
me, this ancient and ruinous mansion, known 
by the name of DovepeLL HALL, was the on- 
ly one I could lay claim to.“ N 


« In this dilemma, I resolved to exchange 
the noise and bustle of the town, for the tran- 


ullity of this $olitary retreat. Accordingly, I 
x tar all my — (a man and maid 


dl 
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excepted ) and sat off, with che utmost ecresy 
and dispatch.“ 1 


« On my arrival, the spot 1 bad chosen 


looked really the seat of desolation ! but J con- 


sidered it as capable of great improvements, 
and so far was J from being. displeased at it, 
that I thought myself fortunate. in my choice, 


for I had now an opportunity of diserting mx 
mind from tormenting reflection, by healthful 


and amusing exercise. I laid down a plan of 


ceconomy ; by a strict adherence to which, in 
the course of a few years, I was enabled to sa- 
tisfy the demands of allmy creditors, and to 


sit down in the comfortable es 50 of; a 


handsome annuity.” 


«© During this interval 1 contradfed” an ac: 
quaintance with a worthy Clergyman, whose 
undaunted integrity in the cause of religion, had 
rendered him obnoxious to unjust persecution.”? 


He was ejected ſrom a valuable benefice, and 
had retired: inte this solitary neighbourhood ; 
content with the scanty pittance providence had 
assigned him, to enjoy that peace of conscience 
Which affluence cannot give, nor penury take 
- away.” ; 
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With gratitude to the bounteous father of 
S 


blessings for this invaluable friend, I invited 
him to my house, to share with me the com- 
forts and conveniencies of life.” _ 8 
eln this situation J received a letter from 
the father of the young lady to whom 1 had 
before paid my devoirs, congratulating me on 


my unexpected reformation, and the success of 


the prudential measures I had taken; at the, 
same time promising me every assistance in his 
power, that I should for the future stand in 
need of.“ N | oct: | 


ce The sparks of former affection now be- 
gan to 1e-kindle in my bosom, and by insen- 
sible degrees I felt myself once more a lover! 
The idea of the incomparable Charlotte was 
ever present to my mind I consulted my 


friend I described her as she was, and received 


his approbation: every circumstance proved 
favorable to iny purpose, and we set out to- 
gether for her father's house, where we were 
received with every mark of cordial friend- 


ship and respect.“ | 
I now became more enamoured of the in- 
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tern qualifications of my charmer, than! had 

before at the infatuating prospeck of an — 

mense fortune, about which T can truly ap, | 
now found myself totally indifferent.” 


« The man who cannot willingly ing 
every mercenary idea, and contertt  hinelf with 
the possess ion of worth and beauty, divested of 
every other worldly I” is unworthy tha 
sacred appellation of a lover.” 


1 found litth, difficulty in convincing my 
fair one and her worthy patents of the sincerity 
of my passion; and every necessary preparation 
being made, in a few' weeks our hands and 
hearts were joined in the indissoluble band of 
wedlock, which ceremony was performed in 


private by my worthy! and reverend friend. 


2 
© Near a month after the. consummation. of 


the nuptials we staid at her father's house, and 
then, at her ny request, took leave of 


him.” 


« When abox to | dipart; the or Bi 
tants of the village flocked 2 ob} el bene= 
Actress, with every artestationw of gratitude and 
gorrow—her sympathetia and charitable” dis- 
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— had no 1585 endeared her to the chil- 
dren of affliction, than her polite and amiable - 
deportment, to the sons of affluence; every ong 
we passed preferred some ejaculation, and in 


voked every blessing on our heads do not 


pretend to describe' my feelings 1 in chose Sacied 
mometits\ !==sufAce it to say, we sc. on 

at this place, with the romantic Situation of 
which, I was happy to find ry Charlotte High- 
y dehghted :- chouh blest with every acemi 
hae: which might adorn & court, and dy 
honor to the- most exalted station, yet. her su- 
preme ambition was to exercise those domestig 
virtues which she possessed in dhe peaceful 
chades of innocent retfrement. * 


« United with a mind so e 
own, you may picture to yourself some 2 


Mex of h liappinee. * 


«* oy 4 
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desired to have moos apartment” — Here Eu⸗ 
genid threw up the sash, and pbinted to a de- 
wehed building, which Seemed. to haue been 


mouldered into dust 


360 DOVEDELL HALL. 
SITES — . 


formerly a part on the mansion itself Please 


to cast your eyes to the right she desired that 
apartment to be fitted up and — = 


sacerdotal du ties,” 


_ Her request Was, ied, lind of tacit re- 
buke on my own negligence; —every thing 


was executed t eee to her wishes ; and 


will stand, perhaps, a monument of her piety, 
when every branch of our — Shall be 


ng 


A starting tear trembled in either cok 
wiped them away and proceeded. — 


- 


— Within the course of seven years she 
blessed me with chose invaluahle 142 ges of our 
loves. r 


1c fe ever e ne een mortal 
men, I was one of those who now enjoyed a 
share of it; but, alas! it kept pace with the 


fleeting moments, and the wing of time bore it, 
with unremitting rapidity to the destined 15 


riod!” 


ag Ou ben had u 4 cold by ling 
in a damp TI which termipaied-1 in a fever 
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| 20 violent, that it baftted the powers of medi- 
cine, and in a few days. dissolyed those mortal 
bonds which held her soul to earth, and . 
and sent her to the regions of eternal felicity.” 


.« Oh! had: you seen her in her last mo- 
ments! when she took a long farewell of her 
distressed partner her weeping infants her 

| sympathizing domesties! — All resignation to 
the will. of heaven ; confiding in the merits of 
him who died for the Sins of men, while: She 
partook of his symbolical institution, in faith 
and joyful expectation of meeting again her 
dearest eonnexions in that state of glory, where 


15 


sin and sorrow are no more. 


Here every one present mutually die clyed 
ä into tears. After, a short space * re- 
covered his speech, and went on. | 


These are now all I have to live for,“ 

a 2 to his two daughters, “ the dear, 
: ar copies of an incomparable original! In 
them their mother's virtues survive froni 


. them I receive nnen them 1 owe pro- 
, tection.” 
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ewe th the intricate labyrinth "i TI and has 
= bounds to the extravagancy of those head- 

Ong passions, which were hurrying me down 
ward to remporal ruin, perhaps, eternal perdt» 
tion Spare me, to behold them 59 situatee in 
be, that they may have nothing to fear — 
4he temptations of a treacherous world | * | 


* You see, sir, ” rejoined he, laying his NA 
on his breast, © how precarious are all human 
enjoy ments, how evil is sometimes product- 
ive of good, and goad is often attended by evil; 

| such are the decrees of heaven, and its ways are | 
past finding out. Fhe best must not look for 1 
felicity here below; anc the greatest punishment 
of vice, in the midst of worldly pleasures is to 
wait 1n age een a dreadful here- 


after.” 


« 8 advancing on the wage & | 
Be am appreaching my journeys end 
Hope yet is yaurs may regignation be ever 
Mine trust in heaven, . — in the offspring 
ob infidelity, and the mother ef perdition. Pro- 


1 vidence, by some mysterious procedure, may 
78 et restore you soon to all you now lament as 
þ jest; and give you cause to rejoiee that ever you 
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ect the rod of afliion!—edvercity ects upon 
the mind, as thunder storms and hurricanes act 
upon the atmosphere, dis spelling the noxious 
fumes and vapours t that infest it, and restor! 

it to its original purity, and genuine clasticity. 


Edwin's Heart strugęled with undescribable 
emotions as his eyes wandered alternately from 
the rural philosopher to his incemparable 
daughters; and the thoughts of his own, and 
their preservation, W again more forcibly- 


to his mind. 


Having poured work his orarefa acknow- 
ledgments for that kind advice, which he vowed 
to make the invariable rule of his conduct 
through life; he begged permission to depart, 
and Eugenio as carnestly urged his longer stay, 
promising to secrete him in case of danger, 
— he hazard his own welfare in the at- 
Edwin shuddered at the proposal, and 

ae refuse to accept it. Long lasted 
the affectionate contest, in Which each neglect- 
fol of his. 19 7 happiness, ed only chat 
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Eugenio onable to prevail on his inflexible- 
guest, gave up the idea of detaining him. 


expressive glance from her spar kling eyes seem- 


of confused eourtesy and withdrew—'twas too 
much for her delicate feelings. 


the dear innocent, indulged the gush of woe. 


persuade him!“ 


rose bud: 


som heaved with unutterable SENSALLONS. . 


a laburnum, Es and laurel, beheld her fa- 


Emma's heart was full—an cblique, though: 


ed to bid him a tender adieu! she made a kind 


Her little sister followed her she entered 
the room, and insensibly squeezing the hand of 


*The gentleman will leave us then ?” cried 
the child, © he] be killed won't he sister? how 
E pity him He had better stay * us—do 


As she spoke the tears tiickled down ker 
cheek, as the mann drops o on the opening 


Emma could _ 1 a — ; her bo- | 


She now drew near the window; and placing 4 
Herselb in an oblique direction, to, avoid being 
seen, and looking through the little shrubbery- 


WWW 


ther conversing on Edwas) just at the opening 
of the avenue that led out of the wood. 


She tottered back, and threw herself into: 
chair in all the agony of heart-felt distress. 


Meanwhile, Eugenio delivered his purse in- 
to the hand of Edwin, at the same time giving 
him a warm invitation to renew his visit, should 
fortune ever call him that way again. 


Overcome with such repeated acts of good- 
ness, Edwin was unable to express his grati- 
tude: both stood fixed in distressful silence; and 


they parted at last without WS a other 
adieu. IF 


Le ignoble 8 1 feel only for your- 
Selves—who, meanly happy, in your own gra- 
tifications, look with an eye of unconcern on 
the distresses of others; —Y ou, who are stran 
gers to the sublime satisfaction which flows 
from sympathetic sorrow, hence learn to know, 
that the highest enjoyments of vice and folly 


arc 


1 pleasing far than virtue s very 9 


Eugenio now being out of sight, Edwin 
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Pere, eue. eee g to 0 take Wia look of that 
happy mansion, where he had. met with such 
liberal entertainment, and which held a treasure 
dearer to him than all the wealth of the Peru- 
vian mines He wandered a few steps farther, 
and turned again but the path winding in a 


serpentine direction, the tangling branches had 


quite shut up the enchanting prospect. 


The thoughts of his desperate and unhappy 
condition, which for a moment, had been ab- 
sorbed in the visions of love, tushed aftesh on 
his mind his beating heart felt the sudden 
shock! „Where next, said he * shall an 
exiled wretch find an asylum © ? Heaven and 
earth, are ye both an league against me? Oh 
thou great disposer of our fate] help me to 


sustain the uncertam weight of life; or rid me 


of the uneasy burden! 


Dear, fatal spot for ever adieu adieu ye 
blest inhabitants of this solitary recess never! 
gh! never must those eyes behold you more.” 


He turned about, his heart was full, and 
with hasty and disordered steps went on. 


_ He had not gone far, when arriving where 
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his road was intersected by another; with ter- 
ror and astonishment he saw an horseman, arm- 
ed, whom he discoved to be an enemy, ad- 
vancing to meet him; at first he had thoughts 
of flight; then of resistance While he stood 
thus undetermined, the stranger's eyes seemed 
to brighten with a kind of brutal triumph, as he 
rode up, and drawing from the holsters a loaded 
pisto), with an authoritative voice bade him 

prepare to follow him! 


— — —ęũ 
79 


Nothing, now, but the intervention of pro- 
vidence could have rescued him. That very 


| 
moment a large deer, that had been disturbed 
in his Solitude, burst thro' the crashing thicker ; 
and almost brushed against the horsemans' foot, 
, as he shot across the road: the startled sreed 
* made a furious bound, by which he had well 
nigh thrown his rider, and, swift as lightning, 
8 darted down the avenue. Edwin in a moment 
1 lost sight of him; and once more inspired with 
the hope of saving himself, rushed into the 
| thickest part of the wood; and forced his way 
1 | thro! the most intricate labyrinths human foor 
had ever trodden, | 
© . After being in some measure recovered frem 
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his perturbation, it occurred to his mind that 
he had been guilty of much imprudence in 
wearing his sword, which in his circumstances 
was rmore likely to betray than protect him, and 
But for which he might have passed unnoticed 
by the enemy he had just so providentially e- 
scaped ; he therefore immediately unbucied 
it from tis side, and threw it into a neighbour- 
ing brake. 


DS 


His bosom still down with ardent grati- 
tude to heaven for his late micaculous preser- 
vation, he pushed forward with fresh courage 
and alacrity, resolving for the future firmly to 
confide in, and entirely to resign himself to the 
will of providence. | 


He now got into a narrow unſrequented foot- 


path, which lay straight through the forest, and 


opened into a fine fertile valley, almost sur- 
rounded by a range of hills, forming a most 


extensive prospect, which was bounded on one 


part by the great deep. 


By this time che western sun was just verg- 
ing on the horizon, and darted his yellow rays 
Hyer the extensive landscape; yet in all this 


SQ 
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beautiful track of country, what particularly 
raised Edwin's attention, was, that not one ru- 
ral villa, nor even so much as a shepherd's hut 
. 6 no trace of human art presented it- 
self, save the tottering ruins of an ancient castle, 
fixed from time immemorial on a distant em- 
minence, which cast its lengtfie ned Shade asross 
the unruffled stream, that flowed in the vale be- 
neath— but for which, he would have deemed 
it some sacred Spot, where Nature had deter- 
mined to fix her residence, in undisturbed tran- 
quility, far from che Hang haunts of human 
kind. 


Totally 3 with this part of the 
eountry, and cautious of hazarding himself in 
the scenes of popularity, he turne#+ aside to view 
this antiquated building, if fortunatcly he might 
{md, safety there til the morning. 


As he drew near, Eh astonishment increased 
at the amazing magnitude of the lofty arches, 
and broken walls, Which Seemed suspended by 
some magnetic power from tumbling on his 
head as he passed beneath them. The fabric 
was of a quadrangular form; three sides of it be- 
wg surrounded wy a deep trench, and a lofry;. 
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moon; the ET pe rt, or court 5 red 
founded on a dreadful precipice, which by its 


continual assaults for many ages, the restless 
deep had washed Sy: within a ew feet of the 


foundation. 
Edwin passed the grand entrance, and 


viewed with the ininutest attention every part 


of it, while his mind was diverted from the irk- 


some task of brooding over its misfortunes by 
a number of curiosities, which on every side 
presented themselves and the many reflections 
which engaged his thoughts in this solemn in- 


teryal of retirement. 


When we survey the « 3 Works of by 


antiquity, cutbraving. the depredations of ti time 


and chance, when those who raised them are, 


for ages past, mouldered into dust, and even 
their very names forgotten, we feel a kind of sa- 
cred” 'awe, and, conscious of the degeneracy of 
our own tirries, with respect to mighty under- 
takings, venerate our illustrious ancestors.—— 
Who, that views the Egyptian Pyramids, or 
the prodigious ruins of Thebes or Balbee, but 
looks down, disdainfully, on the" — 
efforts of the present puny race of mortals? 
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Though the day had been remarkably fine, 
and the evening was no less serene,” Edwin. 


thought it best to look for some shelter from 


the dews of night. 


The roof of the castle had long been fallen 


in, and the stone converted to private purposes 
by the proprietor of the land; but, on a survey 
of the inside, he dis covered a narrow door-way 


in the wall, and, descending a few stone steps, 


found himself in a close cell, which had per- 
haps in days of old, been used as a reposicory 
for warlike stores; here he resolved to wait the 
return of morning. HA 

 Aﬀerr recommending himself to the pro- 
tection of heaven, with the utmost fervency 
and devotion, he laid him down on a wip 
of straw z. and, lulled by the gentle whis- 


pers of the evening breeze over the ruined bat- 


tlements above, and the continual murmur of 
the waves beneath, he soon sunk into a pro- 


found repose, which he enjoyed without dis- 
turbance till the rays of morning revisited his 
gloomy lodgings, and called hun forth once 
mate to à further 1 of tac caprices of. 
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State of obscure msensrbility, 
| Whither next to turn his steps he knew not; 
The world was all before him where to chuse 
His place of rest, ant! providence his guide. 
— He ascended to the top of the court wall, 
and leaning his head on his hand, in a melan- 
thuly posture, gave way to a Hood of tears.— 
As he cast his eyes over the extended deep, a 
- thousant! gloomy reflections stole across his 
mind; one moment he seemed half resolved to- 
plunge headlong from the dreadful precipice 
into the rotting tide the next he shuddered at 
his fatal resofution: those principles of Religion 


chat had been implanted in his bosem, in the 


earliest part of lite those apatks of virtue 


which had been kindled by the guardians of 


his tender years, could not be eradicated or ex- 
einguished by the rigid hand of adversty—4- 
midst all the troubles of his present sare, he 
had not quite lost sight of an unchanging bere- 
after Whatever che sophistical infidels of e- 
very age have to offer in favor of sue 
though they may give it the appellations of he- 
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roism and eee conscience, that faith- 
ſul monitor, will inform every thinking being, 

that tis no venial crime in the eye of heaven, 
but the meanest act of ia e man- 


kind is capable of commitin 


« Happy !—thrice do's ye” cried' Eduin 
to himself, „who, swallowed up by the fu- 
rious waves, now sleep seeure beneath the world 
of waters I envy your hones their long re- 
pose No more, like me, are you doomed 
to combat the storms of affliction; with you 
the sorrows of life are forever past Amid 
the roar of boisterous elements, despair ke 
mine never preyed upon your hearts Hope 
attended you to the last your parents 
your connexions rested in caſety, nor had your 
crimes brought down vengeance on their heads 
For you the tear of sympathy long shall 
flow; and many a dirge be lavished to your 
memories Perhaps secure of the affections 
of the Fair One you loved but all 
are lost to me,. Fame F e riends— 
and Her I love!“ 


Here the faultering accents expired upon his 
F. 2 | 


44 7 © DOVEDELL HALL. 
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tongue his + heart's wounds bled aftesh ; and 
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he sunk into all the extacy of silent grief: but 


be was soon roused from his reverie, by che 


loud sounds of the sportsman's horn, and all 
the clamors of the chace. Nearer, and nearer, 
approach the mingled notes; and now from be- 
hind. the hills, the deep-mouthed pack run an 
his view: the eager horsemen urge their im- 
patient stecds, swift as the sweeping winds, 
down the winding vale, and up the distant emi- 
nence, white the tght-hceled deer darts forward 


and leaves his fierce pursvers far behind, Re- 
Collection presented to his mind those happy 


days, when, a stranger to the vicissirudes of for- 
tune, and cares of life, he spent his fleeting hours 
in juvenile gaiety; and joined, with rapture in 


zn those rural pastimes; — Now, like the kimo- 
rous hind, he sought to hide himself from eve- 


ry eye; and dreaded an enemy in every human 
being! Once more committing himself to the 


care of providence, he left his solitary retreat, 


and wandering, with pensive step, along a nar- 
row track, which ran in various windings on 
the edge of a declivity, skited with biamble 
and flowering furze, a thousand wild senzations 
agitated his bozom—there gricf, horror, and 
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despair, alternately prevailed ! Yet àamidst the 
confusion of promiscuous ideas, that of Emma 
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was still uppermost in his wind; so power» 
fun is che operation of love, that all other pas- 


ions in it alone are swallowed up and lost! — 
Well might che Poet say 


Love is the monarch passion of the mind, 

"Knows no superior, by no law confin'd ; 
But triumphs still, impatient of cantraul, 
O'er all the proud endowments of the soul! 


The distresses of his family—the fate of his 


father, compared with the separation from the 


charmer of his soul, seemed calamities tolerable 


to be borne, | e 


IT was now high noon, and our traveller had 
taken no refreshment for the day, when casting 
round his eyes, he beheld a smoke arise our of 


the midst of a grove of trees, which graced the 
side of a hill at a little distance on the left: 


his apprehensions had not yet forsaken him, 
and he felt half disconcerted at the discovery; 


for he imagined the country on every side to be 
alarmed !-—-He however made up his inind on 
the occasion, and soon resolved to trust to the 
hospitality of the unknown inhabitants of this 


s questered retreat. 
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view. A level lawn, of the deepest verdure, 


ment were visibly pourtrayed in every counte- 
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Whatever the Poets feign, in their descripti- 
ons of rural life, here seemed realized, on his 
approach to the scene that now opened to his 


led directly to an antiquated thatehed building, 
the outward appearance of which arinouneed 
it to be the residenee af same industrious far- 
mer. Fhe repeated strokes of the flail, 
the lowing of kine, and clan or of domestic, 
Poultry now saluted his ear. 


At a little distance from the door, under the 
shade of an extensive oak, planted. by his fore- 
fathers, perhaps a century before, the venerable. 
master of the house, had assernbled his family 
to their well earned dinner — By his side Sat 
the partner of his humble joys, with a nu- 
merous progeny, the fruits of their mutual love, 
at the opposite side ef the table were placed 
their honest domestics health and content- 
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nance—all joined in eonverse free and unre- 
served; no vain disputes about rank and pre- 
cedency disturbed their peace, and poisoned 
the social hour; all partook alike of the boun- 
ties of providence, regardless of those ccremo- 
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nious punctilies which at once distinguish and 


harrass the great! T was a striking picture of 
primeval felicity, Fee 
Ere tyrant custom yet had shackle# man, 
And free w follow nature was the mode. 
As Edwin drew near the honest rustics fi- 
ed their eyes most attentively upon him, and 
the whisper of curiosity ran thro? the group; 
till, coming vp to the father of the family, 
he enquired his way to the next village : The 
dejection of his countenance, and tremulous 
accent of his voice for he had not yet shook 
off his fears did not escape the notice of the 
eottager; who kindly invited him to a share 
ef their repast. The invitation was not ur- 


4easonable 1 att he accepted it with thank - 


fulness. i 
Every individual emed happy in shewing 
kim some token of res for they concluded 


he must be a petson of superior station in life ; 
they were all attention to every word that fell 
from his lips; bor he though it prudent to 
conceal the late unfortunate adventure, which. 
had thrown him on the mercies of the world 
his future safety depended. on his cautions con- 
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dud; but kis heart smote him whilst he fabri- 


host. 


He ſeigned, chat being the son of a gentle- 
Man, in a 1emote part of the kingdom, he Sat 
cut, on horseback, attended by one servant 
only, on a visit to the country scat of a noble- 
man, an intimate acquaintance, near the lands? 
end, in Cornwall; but his servant being sud- 
denly taken ill, at the end of their first days 
journey he was obliged to leave him on the 
road at the inn where they slept, and proceed 
by himself; chat having been persuaded to take 


% 


the nearest way, by striking across the country, 


he had the preceding evening been attacked by 
an highwayman; and making some resistance, 
had his horse shot under him, and was at last 
forced. to surrender his purse: mistaking his 
road, he had been under the necessity of taking 
up his lodging at the place before described.” . 


If this deception was a crime, let vs hope, 
with STzRNE, that ©The recording angel as be 
wrete it, dropt a tear pen it, and bletted it out 


ferever 1 


dated a tale of deception for his unsuspecting 


* 
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Those Simple sons of nature listened with 
creduity to. the. well- di: dembled tale of woe 


the drop of pity. Stood rcady in every eye; and, 
homcly consolation lowed from every tongue 


what would their feelings have been, could they 
have known hi his real situation; but he did not 
think 1 it proper to undeccive them. 2.24 


After dinner, his generous host, unlike the * 


pompous pretenders to sensibility, abounding 


in our day, was philosopher enough to know 
that pity, alone, profits but little the victims of 


misfortune: he therefore, frankly and cheer- 
fully, made him a tender of his services, by tell- 
ing him that he was ready to supply him with 
every necessary accommodation for the prose- 
cution of his intended journey- Adversity is 
the test of friendship the ordeal of generosity. 


Not insensible of his great obligations to the be- 


nevolent peasant, Edwin returned his thanks in 
the wartest terms that a grateful heart could 


suggest —a tear trembled in his eye when he re- 
flected on his ineapacity to embrace the gene- 
rous offer, which 1 0 have been a clue to the 
His fertile Imaging "of 


discovery he dreaded. 
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tion okis curled him with an evasion.— 


He said, he had taken the precaution, pre- 
vious to his leaving home, to secure the great- 
est part of his money, in a private pocket, by 
which means he had been fortunate enough to 
save it from the hands of the ruffian who at- 
tacked him; and only requested the favor of 
them to direct him to the next town, or village: 
nevertheless, he said, a sense of their excm- 

lary kindness Should never be eradicated from 
bis 3 


They then pressed him earnestly to stay with 
them till the morning; this he like wise de- 


4 


clined ; and having received the requested in- 


formation, took his leave of them. 


% How happy,” said he to himself, as he 
turned down the narrow. lane at the end of the- 
house, How sincerely happy are those honest 
swains, who spend their days in harmless quiet, 
strangets to the follies that disturb the habita- 
tions of pride !——Oh ! would heaven grant 
me with them to share roy life, and bless me 
with congenial feelings to relish it!! 


« But why do I sigh for happiness ?—It is 


DOVEDELL HALT, oY 
not for me—at least I have no prospect of it 
on earth—henceforth will 1 look for it to that 
celestial state where, alone, it can be found.“ 


Indulging his melancholy 1efleCtions, he 
pursued his way till the western sun hovering 
on the horizon, skirted the crimson clouds 
with burnished gold; when a sign that hung 
over the road, in front of a petty ale-house 
drew his attention: — he turned into the kitch- 
en, which was extremely neat and clean, and 
Sat down, till a deeent- looking woman appear 
ed, of whom he enquired if he could be accom- 
modated. with a bed? and being answered in 
the affirmative, in order to avoid company and 
conversation, after taking some refreshment, he 
retired to his chamber; where sitting down, he 


took a pencil from his pocket, and wrote the 
following gt ag | 
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Of, unaspiring youth ! 
Where lavisti pieasure strew'd with flow'rs 
The halcyon paths of truth: | 
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Ere, wild with visionary schemes, 
1 first mistook my way; i 

And, lur'd by fond ambition's dreams, 

Incautious. learnt to stray. 

Ah ! how nor peace, nor pleas dre more, 

Must I.—sad exile ! —know: : 

For me misfortune ope's it's store; 
And fills the cup of woe! 


„ . 


= Thus tost on life's tempestous tide, 
With many an adverse blast, 
Without a pilot or a guide 
When shall the storm be past! 
„„ x 5 
901 when shall I my port attain? 
I That bright celestial shore, | 
Where ev'ry loss shall end in gain, 
And sorrows vex no more 
T was near the hour of midnight when he 
betook himself to rest, and he had not slept 
long, before he was alarmed by a cry of fire! 
he leapt from his bed; and running towards the 
window, beheld à little thatched hovel on the 
opposite side in flames; and he scarce had 
time to hurry on his cloaths before the house 
in which he slept was kindled. A number of 
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2 were presently a8 embl 2 with whom 
5 joined his utmost exertions, in condequence 
of which the devouring elenient was soon got 
under ; but not before much damage was - 2 
to the anfortiriats hostess, who lost che Princi- 
pal part of her effects. | | 


She was a woman that had seen n better days; ; 
her father had been a man of fortune and re- 
spectability in the neighbourhood ; but, by an 
unforeseen series of misfortunes, the family had 
been so reduced, that his daughter, now a wi- 
dow, had been placed in this humble situation 
in order to procure a scanty maintenance: this 
Edwin learnt from her own mouth, and her 


assertion was corroborated by a Spontancous | 


flood of tears, 


The mournful narrative easily * a pas- 
sage to his heart; and, though himself a pen- 
sioner on the bounty of charity, he not only shed 
the unavailing drop of sympathy, but contri- 


buted freely to her necessities, from what the 
benevolent Eugenio had kindly bestowed upon 


him ; though he knew not how. soon he himself 
might be vbliged to suppliòte the buunty ot 


others But humanity forgets ir Its Own pangs. 


DOVEDBLL HALL. 
when it has an opportunity of alleviating the 
sufferings of others. a 
The rising sun had just begun to gleam a- 
cross the vale, when he prepared to depart 
The honest hostess took leave of her benefactor 
with those unutterable emotions which graticude 


- 


alone can inspire. 8 
The road he took lay through the most de- 
lightful part of the country, on the banks of a 
Shallow rivulet, winding through meads adorn- 
ed with the gayest robe of nature ; the hills on 
either side were cloathed with hanging woods, 
and echoed with vocal melody—here and there 
through the opening scene appeared the *straw- 
crowned cots” of shepherds and woodmen, an- 
tiquated farm houses, and elegant villas. 


Could he, as usual, have looked on nature 
with a Poet eye—had he been, as formerly, 


in à capacity to relish her delicacies—what a. 


luxurious feast would he here have enjoyed? 
How would the magic pencil of exuberant fan- 
cy have heightened the variegated scene? 


Now, on the contrary, the cruel fang of di- 


stress rankled in his heart; and despair hung 
it's cheerless gloom over all the prospect. 
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Near two months he continued his solitary 
ramble, cautiously avoiding society, and taking 


up his lodgings in the most sequestered and un- 


frequented parts of the country, during which 


nothing worthy of notice occurred. 


He at length began to fear that the singu- 
larity of his appearance might render him ob- 
noxious to suspicion, by which means he might 
yet fall into the hands of his adversaries, by 
whom he understood great rewards were offered 
for the discovery of rebels; and exemplary 
punishments inflicted: on those who, prompted 
by humanity, counte nanced or concealed them. 

These apprehensions kept him from con- 
versing with any but the lower, and most sim 
ple order of men; from whom he could ex 
but a very imperfect account of public affairs: 
but an extraordinary incident happened in some 
measure, to furnish him with that intelligence, 
which, though inexpressibly distressing to his 
feelings, he had long been anxious to obtain. 
One day, as he was roving in a disconsolate 
manner, revolving in his mind his unhappy fate, 
he lighted on a letter that had been accidenta]- 
ly dropped, in which, tho' much mutilated and 
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ccd, the following lines reqmainned ebe 
| WW: 


[3 > 2 2 2 * © Why did L escape 


N 


« the massacte of battle, on that unfortunate 


day, to taste the more bitter pangs of reflecti- 


© on and de: pair in this dismal situation In, 


© that moment of disappointment I should have 
© heen almost insensible to the agonies of death, 

© and have launched with transport into the 
© boundless ocean of eternity! Then had my 


exit been glorious; and I had not seen my 


© dearest friends involved in my calamities! 


. There! — There! — that arrow sinks- 
deep into my heart, and it cannot be n 
ed but with life itself. 6 ul 


This morning three unhappy wretches 
met their doom before my prison, amidst the 
© barbarous' insults of the unfeeling soldiery. 
Every hour L expect my fate, but have the 
«cruel privilege of Walen an from d 
to · day: 8 e“. 


Even in _ horrid- cell; through whithe 
© ,mas$y; grate a ray of hope never enters, my ' 
feelings arc too often shocked with some 
0 — tale of distress 1— Deseien 
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© attcnds the steps of that inhuman monster,. 
Jeffries, who, under the sanction of the laws, 
« delights to bathe his hands in gore! — While 
Kü k's unſeeling cruelty, audacious, spurns 
even the cloak of justice; and without hesi- 
A © tation, in one promiscuous carnage, mingles 
. © the innocent with the guilty . 


II hear, with sorrow, that the unhappy 

Monmouth is beeome the victim of wanton 
crueity le deserved a better fate 

© By some means, Oh let me know, before 

© the icy hand of death shall seal my weary eyes 

; © forever, if my dear son be safe Did he 

fall in the fatal field? or does he now, like 

* me, languish in some loathsome dungeon ?— 

Where are those to whom my soul is bound 

by indissoluble ties ?!——What woes have 

6 *-occasioned them? — Oh! could their pangs 

; be transferred to me tis I alone deserve 

them Eternal mercy ! spare the inno- 

cent, and wreak thy vengeance on this de- 

*-yored head! 


FFP 
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7 l was informed the other day that me of 
4 the King's emissaries are detached from 
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every quarter in pursuit of KW Strag raging re- 
* bels; and many who have kindly endeavour- 


© ed to shelter them, 3 themselves been 


* punished with death. * 


Humanity is. fled from Britain ; ; and for 
her crimes the angel of destruction seems 
«* commissioned from above to lay waste the 
5 degenerate land. When once true virtue, 
and genuine piety fail; and vice and irre- 
ligion become predominant, with reason may 
we expect the afflictive rod of eternal justice. 
But. — hark! I hear my prison door 
grate on its rusty hinges —— Every time 
that harsh sound strikes my ear, I expect the 
messenger of death, with the fatal summon l 

Lis not for me my friend. my 
friend -I long to be gone to the seat of 
rest; but my coward. soul trembles at the 
passage iI have a thousand obstacles— 
I dread to leave a name behind me which 
malice will not fail to brand with infamy.— 
I dread to leave my dearest connexions in a 
state of petil and Sorrow. I dread— 
But what should I dread 1 fall a Victim 


s in my Country'sin Religion's cause 
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The best of causes ——My conscience tells 
me I ought not to exchange conditions with 
the perfidious Monarch who now fills the 
throne But resentment is unbecoming 


nity—T forgive my persecutors ; may heaven 


| Ob spare! 


Here the conclusion was torn off or F<" OY 
ated; but what he had read was sufficient to 
fil Edwin's bosom with-a thousand ag90)Zing 
sensations. 


92 ** 7 


ee These lines ” said be « are surely traced 


by the pen of distress; if my eyes dimmed with 


tears perform their function, tis surely my fa- 


ther's hand-writing—the sentiments are surely 


50. Ah! how he deplores the fate of his un- 
happy son |—what a spirit of piety and . 
nation breathes through the whole? — But, 

haps he yet lives f so, Oh thou Alaiahty 
Being! whose chief attribute is mercy, save him 
from an ignominious fate — Spare Oh spate 
the bleeding hearts of his unhappy relatives !— 
I tis all NY ia mystery 31 1 be de- 
. K 2 L 


the man who stands on the confines of eter- 


forgive them, and tun their faithless hearts! 
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ceived—here © is no date no supetoci iption 
IJ amstretched on the rack of suspence "Oy 


rain burns Oh my father ! ”— 


Here his swollen heart Heprived him of ut- 
Rerance, and he e himself awhile in silent 
oe. 

Wartzering, ene W a, be 
arrived at a lonely village, where, to prevent 
-deteftion, he engaged with a farmer to assist 
in the management of his flock, Here he 
thought himself buried in that obsurity which 
the eye of vigilant revenge could never penetrate. 


Many a tedious summers“ day did he sus- 
Rain the parching heat of the sun, on the sides 
of the auburn hills; or mourn his unpropitiovs 
Hate by the sedgy fivulets, among the bending 
Willows, waiting for the hand of time to ob- 
literate his woes. Here though entirely depriv- 
ed of the sacred pleasure flowing from books, 
1 for here those were not to be borrowed, or 
purchased, he devoted his intervals of leisure to 
the Muses; and here laid the scene of many 
pathetic pieces, 


His employer was one of 2 nig 
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2 7 soul, mand in ling and; gain, lin, despized 
every acquirement which fits man for society, 
and raises him above a level.with the brute cre- 


ation. His wife had long been dead; but he 
had two daughters, who were not deficient i in 
rustic charms—whose mental accomplishments 
had they been equal to their personal, had not 
been despicable. Nature seemed to have form- 


ed them for a better station in liſe than that in 


which Fortune had placed them; 3 true it is 


they were not destitute of some intrinsic merit, 


but it had never been polished by education, 
proved by exercise, or n out by emu- 
tion. | 


When we see tliose valuable exdowinems 
of the soul which heaven has bestowed, cloud- 


rd by ignorance, and deprest by disregard, we 


cannot but feel a serret pang; and curse the 
negligence of those, who ought to have culti- 
vated and improved them. 


The old farmer would not scruple 3 


| ally, to deride him, for his piodding dispositi- 


on, as he called it; and his attentions to learn- 
ing, nay would sometimes go so far as to say he 
wondefed how people of common SENSE wh 
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had children, whose only dependance must be 
on their labour, could check the spirit of indus- 
try, by breeding them to books, which were 
only proper for those who had nothing eke to 


% = 


What a severe effect uch observarions must 
havr em a mind of genius and delicacy, I leave 
nch pozzessors of them: only to judge. 


: 1222 F 
From their superiors in knowledge the wise 


- 1 4 
* 


can calmly bear reproof; but how ern 


to the feelings of genius, are the reproaches ol 

the illiterate7 EE | 
Though the sarcastical remarks. of his mas- 
ter could not but often cause him much uneasi- 
ness of mind, he was always on his guard not 
to drop a word with respect to the former cir- 
cumstances of himself and family, or his own 
recent misfortunes, which he brooded over in 
Secrecy and solitude; but the behaviour of his 
young mistresses was quite the reyerse of that 
of their father, in whose absence they delighted 
in the company of our adventurer, whose talent 
for conversation, so different from what they 

had previously bren acoustomed to, gained 
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ahi highest — — — 1 them to treat 


him more in che style of a superior than a ser- 


van; prid; perhaps, could he have overlooked 
the deficiencies of their minds, with respect to 
education; and have eradicated frem his 
bosom the idea of the charming Emma, he 
would have found it no difficult task to obtain 


the heart and hand of either but they as well 


as himself were reserved for another fate! 


In Short, the insdlence of his master at last 
decame insupportable, and, be the event what 
it would, he resolved to quit his service. 


It was not without manifest regret that he 


parted from this young mistresses, whose kind- 


ness had administered much consolation to him 
in the bitter moments of affliction ; and he 


had some reason to conclude, that a part of the 


ill usage he had experienced from. the father 


was on account of the attentions Shewn him 
by his daughters. 


—Be chis as it may, he bade adieu to his 
baer lune. 


_ He had stil eneegh ef bis lire stock of 
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rural occupation, and again Sat out in quest 
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cash left, with good veconomy, to support him 
for some months, and he hoped before it shouid 
be exhausted that providence would re 
for his future subsistence. 2 


He feared to visit the Metropolis, and there- 
fre taok one of the great cross roads which 
jed to a small * e a few miles dis- 


cant, | 
During his journey, he formed, and reſected, 


in his mind, a thousand schemes of acquiring a 
livelihood ; he could write the law hands well, 
unde rsto0d the classics and was perfectly master 
of those branches of learning which are requi- 
site for business; he therefore flattered himself 
rhat he might yet have the good fortune to pro- 
cure some inferior place in the commercial, or 


learned world, and be able to 6 IA a comr- 


' fortable subsistence. 


Ixresolute and e REY 8 o 
his future proceedings, he reached the end of his 
: Journey, and. hired jodgings at an obscure 1 1 


in a retired part of the town. 
Here, week after week passed away, * "A 


had still no pros pect of obtaining any em lor. 


. 5 


N 2 — often the 3 * _ 


ment. 


modest merit when destitute of friends, and the 


means to procure them while even the 


worthless and the illiterate, who can ingratiate 
them elves into favor, and have interest on their 


sides, rise over its head; and not only enjoy 
the comforts but the luxuries of lie cven 
pr6tessed Seay is too often | Bs 


But a name 
A charm that lulls to. sleep; | 
A shade that follows wealth or fame, 
But Jeaves the wretch to eren & 


Edwin- s finances were now reducedie to a low 
ebb, by his profuse — to every en of 
pity that fell in his way. 


Many tedious days did he spend in 20lefil 
Solitude, and often as from his window he look - 


ed down into the street, how did he envy the 


meanest wretch that passed by? Those 
who have never known what it was to move in 
a Superior station; they whose souls were never 
attuned to finer feelings by nature or edyca- 
tion—< Those“ said he, © when wearied with 


with the toils of day, return in the evening to 
© 4 1 © f 
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pray Sith ga 5 — he tom 


those tormenting thonghts, which, like hungry 


vultures, prey upon my heart These keep 


the middle path in life, secure of food and rai- 


ment, neither looking forward into futurity, 


nor backward on the evils that are past 
Strangers alike to forecast and reflection, they 


suffer, or enjoy, the present moment only. mey 


Thrice desirable insensbility ! ag 


As thus his time past away in melancholy 


cogitations, he found himself in danger of Being 
reduced to exigence, and had no other prospect 
Before his eyes, but of being tuned om of his 


and forced to become a vagrant, or tak unla 


ful measures to support a miserable existence. 


Having no other employ, he used to spend 
many a solitary hour in short excursions- into 


the country: it was during one of those rarnbles, 


as he was sauntering along, wrapt in perigive 


thought, that he met a ywung: man, with hook: 


in His hand, reading wich elegaroe * 
the- followin g pathetic passage. 


Be absolute for death: or deattr or life 
Shall thereby be the sweeter: reason * 


lodginęs, (for which, be was greauly in artears) 
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With hfe, if. TIT Parr een J,dos/loss. - - 
A thing, tbat noae but fools would keep—a breath, 
Some, to all the skiey influences, 

: That do rhis habitation, where thon e 

| Heurzy aflikt. . Ger... 


| Though in the [Fe EVEN of à 3ervant 

Y his graceful deportment, and justness of elo- 

. | cution, seemed to bespeak him superior to the 
generality of persons of that class, he did not 
observe Edwin till he drew so near as to break 

ö road for hirn. For a moment he seemed ra- 

; ther disconcerted, and, putting up the book, 

; kindly wished him good-morrow. Edwin, 

8 intentionally protra&ed a discourse with him 

) on trivial subjects, till, with mutual satisfaction, 

f they agreed to prolong their walk ; in the course 

1 of which, they were equally pleased and sur- 

4 prized, at the discovery of talents so congenial 

9 to each other, and an extensive: n | 

; refined by a ttberal education. | 

E 
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Philander (by which name we schall call our 
Stranger) politely requested to know if Edwin 
J- | was wnative of the neighbouring town; at the 


same time giving his reasons for this enquiry 
As GIG, 3 
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1 Having one day; by mere accident, met 


wich a fragment of poetry, which for depth of 
judgment, and elegance of expression, in- hy 
humble opinion, deserves a place amongst the 


first productions of the age: being myself a 


Lover. of the: muses, and having been inform- 

ed the author lived in obscurity, I have ever 
since used every endeavor to find his place of 
residence. | 


On which putting his Lad into 155 8 


he produced the paper, and delivered it to Ed- 


win for his inspection, who at the first glance 
perceived it to be his own hand- writing |—— 
from the, sudden change of his countenance 
Philander found it not difficult to àscertain 


Who was the author; and could not help con- 


gratulating him on his happy genius, and dis- 
tinguisheef talents, expressing the greatest plea- 
Sure at being so fortunate as to fall into his 


company. 


Edwin do ares bit for his aa 
— compliments, and informed him that 
Taos lines were never intended for the inspect- 
jon of any one but himself; that he was total- 
y ignorant of their having fallen into any o- 
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ther hands: : & Nevercheless, cancluded he, 


e if they have given the smallest degree of 
pleasure to a person of your abilities, the : author 


accounts his time in the composition of them 
well 3 And thinks, himself apply 
rewarded.” © 


In the course We this conversation, Edwin 
could not avoid letting drop some hints with 


regard to his Present situation, and narrow 


circumstances. 5 A: 


The generous heart of bis hd was sensi- 
bly touched at his hard fate, and he made many 
sagacious and pathetic observations on the 
cruel treatment, and unfeeling: neglect shewn 
to unassuming worth———A Sympathetic tear 


trembled in his eye; succeeded: by a glow of 


honest indignation, which reverberated chrough 
his whole frame! 


« Never” exclaimed he, «do I feel so deep» 
ly the severity of fortune AS when I find objects 
worthy of that assistance, she has denied me the 
satisfaction of giving ere my abilities e- 
qual to my wishes, indigent worth chould not 
6igh in vain, nor hapless genius drop an una- 
vailing tear. But ah lit is not mine to smooth 


— 


* 5...:-.2M 


- LOT 2 * V 
—_——. "I n 4 = 
4 — 
oi = 
— ——ꝑ— 


the brow of care, or administer the balm of 
comfort to drooping virtue !)——Nevertheless 
ir continued he, putting into his hand all the 
money he was then possessed of, 1 hope 1 
Mall hot offend by begging your acceptance of 
this small token of friendship, from one truly 
A0ficitous for your welfare, and happy should 1 
be was 1 in a capacity to serve you more ef- 
&cually.” 
Edwin was so overcome with this act of be- 
rnevolence, that he was totally at a loss for words 
W express his gratitude. 
Some hours having imperceptibly stolen a- 
way, they proposed to return; but before they 
ar 2 Sh received an invitation from his 
friend to spend the next evening with him at 
the house of Sir Franklin Worthy, where bis 
master was then on a visit. 5 
Wich pleasure, almost bordering on rapture, 
Edwin returned to his lodgings, and imme- 
diately satisfied the demands of his host, to the 
utmost farthing. 


Wich the greatest impatience he waited the 
Hour appointed eager for -an-oppertunity c 
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unbosom his mind to his generaus friend; and, 
in return, expecting to become acquainted with 
the history of a man who seemed destined for 
a better station in life than that in which he 
now moved; nor did he neglect to pour forth 
his grateful acknowledgments to that divine 
Being, who had thus provided him with a tirne- 
ly and unexpected supply, in the hour of ne» 
eessity.. 3 


The welcome moment at length arrived, and 


he met with à reception equat to his warm- 
est expectations; — a glow of hearr-felt catis- 


faction shone on his countenance;. and com. 


municated . its- influence to the hosom of Phi- 
lander.. | 159 v9 464 th | 78 1 


Here Edwin laid aside all reserve: and gave a 


an impartial relation of every particular eir- 


cumstance of his own life down te that present 


time. He delivered his narration with sueh pa- 


thos and perspicuity, as alternately. excited in 
his friend every emotien of 9 ang and com- 


passion! © Thus you see before you, sir, 
concluded he, * one of the most unfortunate 
of human beings! whom treacherous fortune 
has reduced to the lowest sphere in liſe; and de- 


© 
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2 | DOVEDELL HALE. | 3 
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creed a place amongst the seum af mankind ! 
Friendless and exiled—destitute of happiness: 


] and abandoned to despair.“ 


Tears trickled from his eyes as he poke; ; 
nor did they belie the sensations of his heart. | 


With all that tenderness and action which 
constitures unfeigned. friendship, Philander en- 
deavoured to console his woes, and pleased with 
that openness and sincerity which: so strongly 
marked his character, entertained him with the 
most remarkable events he had need, 
nearly in the following terms. 


« Few, sir, have had greater cause to com- 
plain of the instability oſ fortune, and the un- 
certainty of human enjoyments than the person 
who is now prove to be KANG: Sonny af | 


your esteem.“ 


« Without exaggeration I can say TIT am a 
legal descendant . of the most ancient and 
W 8 75 families in Wales. In the cause of 
freedom and their country have many of my 
brave ancestors shed their blood; and their 
names stand enrolled in the rebords of fame 
the wonder of Succeeding * 
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burns to do justice to their memories. 

« My father was a respectable gentieman 
ef. a small village in Pembrokeshire, and, at an 
early age, contrary to the consent of her pa- 
rents, was mariled to a very beautiful young. 
lady of the same place. The consequences 
of this rash step were, the loss of her fortune, 
and banishment from their presence for ever: 
yet so far was this from souring his disposition, 
or causing him to cast any disagreeable re- 
flections on my mother, which is too often the 
case, that they lived. together patterns of comu- 
gal felicity, a number of years. | 


*© 4 © 


; 0; I do not aim to arrogate glory to myself 
from their atchievements; but my bescm 
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my heart throbbed at the pleasing prospect of 
quenching it at the stream of learning! 
I made a rapid progress in every branch 
of polite literature, but that which most at- 
tracted my attention was Poetry.—The works 
of the ancient and modern bards I read with all 
that undescribable pleasure peculiar to the fa- 
vourites of the Muses !—W ith feelings which 
no education can give, nor depression of for- 
tune extinguish. Genius is Stamped upon 
the soul when in embryo, and is not to be era- 
dicated by the hand of mis fortune. 


I had scarce attained the age of fourteen, 
when my father, who been unjustly urged to 
2 law-suit, which had been artfully protracted. 
to a length of years, found himself on the very: 
brink of ruin; and confiding in the proffered 
kindness of a false friend, was soon reduced to 
actual indigence. This fatal stroke fell so hea- 
vy on the feelings of my mother that she soon 
sunk, a prey to grief and melancholy. Long 
endeared to each other by a series of tender acts 
of mutual affection, think, ho afflicting must 
be the final separation! Unfeigned sorrow, 
from that moment, took possess ion of his soul, 
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and incessantly preyed upon his vitals ; but th 
friendly hand of death, in the course of a few 
months, put an end to his trials.” 


« I leave you to conceive what must have 


been my feelings, when, in his last moments, 


he called me to his bed-side, to give me his 


dying counsel, and bid me a Jong farewel ! — 
Alas! memory cruelly recalls the minutest cir- 
cumstances of that melancholy event. 


Here the filial tear trickled from its 
crystal sluice, and it was not without difficulty 
he went. on. N | 


- 


his trembling hand to me, © I need not tell you 
that I am. now about to pay the great debt of 
nature, and bid an eternal adieu to a world of 


vicissitudes and sorrows ; but a word of advice 


from the lips of the dying, frequently sinks deep 


* 


in the heart, and is impressed on the mind of 


the hearer for life. 


ee It behoves me as a parent, and as a man 
on the verge of eternity, to speak without re- 
serve or prevarication, the sentiments of my. 
' K 2 
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soul. I leave you, as T have been left, without 
a friend on the mercies of an unfcehing world! 
my circumstances are too well known to you 
for you to expect that IL have any thing con- 
$iderable to bequeath, to secure you from the 
frowns of advers ity I have fully experienced 
the fallacy of fortune, and it has taught me a 
valuable lesson that of humility and re. 
signation.“ 180 91 | 
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« For your welfare still my heart ardently 
Beats my last prayers ascend Vet have 
I one gleam f satisfaction to gild the setting 
hours of life; which is that of having improved 

your mind in useful knowledge; and I hope 
vou will never abuse it. Seek some honest 
employment, and leave the rest to heaven. 
He would have continued, but nature sunk ex- 
hausted, and he concluded his admonition with 
his last breath.“ | | 
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« Immediately after his death, I took leave of 

. a' place that only reminded* me” of the happy 
days 1 had once seen in it, and filled my breast 
with the most painful sensations, when I reflect- 
ed they were irremediably fled for ever |” J 
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* Solitary and disconsolate I rambled through 
the most uhfrequented tracts of the country. 
Otten from the bleak brow of cloud-capt Pin- 
lemon would I view the vast and various land- 
scape, wild with excess of woe, pouring forth 
my Sorrows to the winds, which howled a- 
round ! or wrapt in silent melancholy, traverse 
the black heath, unmarked by human footstep, 
brooding over my misfortunes. ” 


e Weary of my tedious life I at length crossed 
the Severn, on the recommendation of a friend 
who procured me a place with the gentleman 
with whom 1 now live, in the capacity of a ya- 
let. Warm at first was the struggle betwixt 
pride and necessity; But reason, the great um- 
pire of mental contradictions, soon decided the 
itnpottant point; afid even in servitude, pro- 
missed me content, if not happiness. 

My master,“ continued he, © is a man of 
getiius and erudition, but one of those whose 
pride would revolt at merit in a menial like 
myself; those ungenerous ideas which I have 
heard him express, when speaking of others, 
have given my heart many a pang ! and, con- 
scious of my own inferiority, I have ever stu- 
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diously avoided every thing that could lead to 
a discovery of my taste or talent s. 
« We shall stay in this country but a few days, 
When we shall return again into Lincolnshire. 
It grieves me much to think I must so soon 
take leave of such a valuable companion; but 
hope, during our stay here, you will omit no op- 


* 2 


portunity of honoring me with your visits. 
Edwin was no less pleased than affected at 
this extraordinary discovery; and it dwelt upon 


his imagination the whole night. 


When the unwelcome crisis arrived, they 
took leave of each other with the most unfeign- 
ed attestations of inviolable friendship, mutu- 
ally promising to keep up a correspondence, 
into whatsoever part of the world fortune should 


banish them. 


After the departure of his friend, Edwin a- 
gain relapsed into his former melancholy and 
dejection; but he was soon surprized by an 
abrupt message from Sir Franklin worthy, de- 


siring his immediate attendance at his house. 


A thousand extravagant and whims ical con- 


jectures hurried thro' his brain, and agitated his. 
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mind: so eacily. is indigent genius tanta) ized 
and ipod upon by the fallacious visions of 
fancy! In the moment of enthus1astic exulta- 
tion every 8 seems within the 5 of 1 Its 
votaries; 8 

They build their little Babylons of » straw; 

And cry behold the wonders of my might ! 

At this interview, Sir Franklin informed 
him that he had received great pleasure from 
the perusal of some stanzas, of which he had 
discovered him to be the author. Edwin was 
struck with astonishment, and could not con- 
ceive by what means they should have fallen 
into his hands; yet thought proper to make no 
N in acknowledgi ng them. 


Sir Franklin then kindly interrogated 8 
wich respect to his family, education,, and pre- 
Sent circumstances. — At a time like this when 
the state was shaken with internal divisions; and 

people of different opinions were attached to 
different parties, twas no small difficulty for a. 
person in his circumstances and situation, to 
determine how to steer clear between the dan- 
gers that surrounded him. His fortune and 


peace he had already forfeited, and life itself 


8 DONBPULL HALL. 
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was at -srake ! — rallying his spirits, 
in the best manner he could, he observed, that 
there was a time, when he had flatiered himself 
wich the promice of a superior situation in life 
and his education hæd been suitable to: the rank. 
im which he was designed to move; but, in 
consequence of unforesecn misfortunes, his fa- 


mily had been so reduced, that necessity bad | 


pushed him forth into lite, ingngleys ay 4 
provided for. 


This worthy genleman was no len FI 
guished for his unbounded. benevolence and 
humaniiy than for his high birth and: noble 
connexions;—he was the idol of his dependants, 
whom he ruled with the tendti ness of a parent; 
to him unnumbered objects of charity . logked 
vp for dany support; and in him necessitous 
worth never” faited” of 4 zealous 7 atron. 11 


1412 


happily blest with a Similarity of s Sentiment, en- 


enjoying the affection and esteem of all who: 
knew the value of exalted Virtue and A 


accomplichments, tern -:T ett 
They rais'd the children of deipair, 

a Where had piere'd ft dive ere; 

* — and penury ed dt la, 


18 
lady was like wise the j paragon of her sex, being 
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And o'er their wounds the genial balm bestow'd ; 
While ferth the milk of human kindness flow'd. 
An healing stream, warm from the inmost heart!“ 


Above all, Sir Franklin was one of those ſew 
characters whose bounty is unconneCted with 


ostentation : after making the Bard an hand- 


some present, and promising to remember him 
on 2 future opportunity, he enjoined him to 


keep the whole transaction as a secret, and dis- 


„* 


missed him. 


From the attentions of such a patron, what 


had not our young author to expect? — Now, 
for the first time since his banishment, he 
thought life worth preserving; and through 
the gloom of futurity, the eye of hope seemed 


to catch a gleam of that happy period when he 


might venture to return to his charming Emma 
in the character of a lover! Nor was his 
heart destitute of a presentiment that the pro- 


pitious power that had hitherto been his guide 


and guardian through life, would, one day, re- 


store him to his unhappy parents. x 

But ah! how easily is the mind of man 
raus POEMS. | 
EG | L 
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cheated and imposed upon — keep the 
Sou] in equipoise, Joy and s0110w are opPOscd 
in the ballance of existence, and Pleasure and 
pain are inseparable companions ! 


Scarce a month had pred after this pro- 
mising interview, ere the hopes of Edwin were 
entirely blasted by the unexpected death of his 
patron. 

What was now to be done — had no 
resource left, but once more opened his eyes on 
the disenchanted prospect, * saw himself, as 
before, triendless, hopeless, and disappointed. 


In this situation he wrote to his friend, in- 
forming him of his resolution to try his fortune 
on a foreign shore; and accordivgly jn the 
course of a few weeks, embaiked in 3 vessel 
baund for Bengal ——A fter a very favorable 
a they reached their port in safety; and 
Edwin an the recommendation of the Captain, 
who during the voyage, had paid him peculiar 
deference, on account of his excellent; behaviour 

and abilities, had the (os fortune to obtain a 
profitable and genteel mployment at an En- 
olish Settlement in the country, where he re- 
Sided some years, constantly keeping up a cor- 
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rexporntetee with his friend according to their 
proposal at parting; 


From among a 'mimber of other pieces of 
Edwin's, we sHall only select 


A FRAGMEN T. . 


| Nor sordid wealth Lask, nor wide domain— 
The boast of mortals impotent and vain ! 
Peace flies the stately dome — tlie regal board, 
And seeks the pleasures rural scenes afford; Sap 
) There happiness is knoyn—if known below ; — 
And joys domestic in succession fl ow, 


1 Deep in the shades of some sequester d vale, 

8 Where genial health impregnates ev'ry gale; 
Where the gay songsters of the neighb'ring grove 
Delight the vernal months with notes of love; 

L Where gentle, streams, unruffled by the breeze, 

e | Refle& the foliage of umbrageous trees— | 

0 6 Tet me hide my head from Fortunes Frown; 

And,; heedless of her Favors, lay me down, 

gl With cheerful competency amply blest, 

le And ev'ry boist' rous passion lull'd to rest, 

1d Court the coy muses in the woodland shade; 

n Or meditate along the mid-day glade. 

41 Wich choicest volumes be my study stor'd, 

A Esteem'd by me beyond the miser's hoard ; 

ur My best of riches these, my highest joy— 

A Bliss of my youth, nor ever known to cloy ! 

n- My last resource in sorro and in care; 

My surest refuge from the tend despair! 
2 « | L 2 
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There would I 8 cigh for dhers“ woes 
( A pleazing pang that virtue only knows,, 
Nor should cold pity stretch an empty hand; 
But scatter blessings on the hapless band— 
Thither the wretched shou'd their footsteps bend: 
There modest merit always find a friend. 


In the last epistle which Edwin received from 


Philander, he was agreeably surprised with an 
account of an unexpected reverse of his cir- 
curnstances, occasioned by the decease of a dis- 
tant relation, who had bequeathed him his 
whole patrimony, which was very considerable. 
« By which means says he, using his own 


words, I am enabled to emerge from this dull 


and unpropiuous situation, to the circle in 
which I have ever wished to move.- 
have I been immured in this cheerless solitude, 
which can boast no beauties either from art or 
nature, where every blast breathes an ague, and 
cold damps, and noisome exhalations, hang 
heavy on the springs of life—such is the place 
my master has chosen for his residence !— 
But through the bounty of heaven, I hope to 
exchange it in a few days, for a more de- 
vireable retreat to enjoy what I have long 
been debarred from, books, contemplatyve ease 
und boundless Uberty. There will be but 


Long | 
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one - thing” — to the completion of my 
happiness a friend of your genius and abili- 
ties, whose conversation 15 80 happily. adapted 
to please and So 


Owing to the intense heat of the climate, and 
che delicacy of Edwin's constitution he now 
found his health on the decline; and having 
accumulated much wealth determined to return 
to England. 


He could not be bert chat his Royal 
Enemy had abdicated the throne ; and that 
William, Prince of Orange, had assumed the 
British sceptre; consequently, there was no 
danger from that quarter to deter him. He, 
therefore, embarked, in the first vessel ready, 


for his native country. The beginning of the 


voyage was prosperous and flattering; but as 
they arrived near the Cape, the scene was 


changed - the crew began to be alarmed by e- 
very presage of an approaching storm; and 
prepared for it accordingly. The Kies were 


Soon involved in clouds—the winds rose and 
the conflicting billows rolled mountains high! 
To augment their fears, night began to advance, 
and the scamen, by their reckoning knew theme 
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Selves to Ts hear a dangerous Shore. Every 
moment the rage of the warring eleinents in- 
creàsed, blotting out the faint remains of day, 
by mixing seas and skies, in one universal 
scene of anarchy and confusion | Their Sails 
and rigging were shattered in pieces, and their 
mainmast came by the board: every effort 
to keep to wind ward proved ĩneffectual.— Hor- 
ror and despair were written in every eounte- 
nance; and even presumption itself stood a- 
1 ghasti There were many passengers aboard, 
amongst whom were several English ladies and 
children to describe waose situation, words are 


inadequate 


The mighty e seas they chipped, swept the 
men, with every moveable thing, from the dec 
into the horrid abyss ; the rapid lightning bla- 
zed with almost unintermitted flach. es; and the 
successive thunder seemed to shake the stead- 
_ .fast frame of nature—every momentary inter- 


val being filled up by repeated shrieks of in- 


expresible distress | 


To a heart like that of our Adventurers ex- 


v4 


 quisitely sUuSceptible of tlie renderest emotions, 
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ever ready ro melt ar the Voss == others, how 
aflicting must be Such 4 tuation? 


In the midst of this copsternation, the vesse] 
struck on a rock, on the ct of Africa: an 


sudden Shock cartel many of her Blanks, 
the sea ruched in at every quarter like a deluge 
All hands were now objiged to hasten upon 


deck; and the approaching morn, by Presenting 


to cheir eyes the unsui mountable dangers, by 
which they were surrounded, heightened fear 
to distraction, and terror to despair. 


Their vessel was embayed in the rugged bed 
of a dangerous rock, against which the furious 
billows dashed her with unremitting violence. 
The wild echoes of the winds and wayes howl- 
ed hideously in the dreary caverns of the Fe 
pendous cliffs, which overhuvg the deep, and 
seemed inaccessible to human foot 


In fearful expectation of seeing che ghip part, 
and of being ingtantaveously swallowed up by 
the relentless deep, they flew to take their last 
farewell of their companions, friends, or rela- 
tives Ihe tfemhling infant Guns to its mo- 
ther's heaving breast, who, 75 she poured. over 
it the sponfadeous Hlopd of matcinal ae 
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. on, almost a it in her Ponte em- 

race! Locked in each others arms, the fair 
unfortunate adventurers, with e. hair 
and pallid ps; inixed in one common stream 
theirunavailing tears —Ifany thing is adapt- 
ed to excite pity. and affection in the human 
breast, it is the sight of youth and beauty, in 
the bitter moment of hopeless distress —— 


Every heart melted, and strove to tender that 


consolation which it ni ded itself. 


Soon as it was broad day, they led 
at a little distance, the wreck of a large vessel, 
—A melancholyptehade to their own approach- 
ing fate for ere long their own ship, unable 
to withstand the violence. of the surge, began 
to part. Self- preservation now. became pre- 
dominant, and numbers of the crew plunging 
from the decks, attempted to gain the shore on 
floating pieces of wreck; several were drowned 
in the attempt, and. others in climbing up the 
tremendous precipice, missed their end, and 
falling thence, were dashed in pieces! 


The ship now separated, and those who re- 
mained on board, amongst whom was Edwin, 
were swept away by a mountainous wave. 
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He was however fortunate enough to secure 


a large piece af plank to support himself, and. 


being besides a good swimmer, soon got with- 


in his depth, and with the greatest difficulty, a- 
ter having been several times dashed violently 7 


against the rocks by the waves, scrambled up 
a narrow, and almost pependicular track, to 


the top of the clift, where he fell on his knees, . 
and poured forth the warmest effusions of gra- 


titude to that Omnipotent Being who. had thus 
singled out, and miraculously snatched him 
from the jaws of destruction. | 


The storm, now, as if it had accomplished 
the purpose for which it was commissioned 
from above, gradually subsided into a dead 


calm —a calm, if possible, more awful to Ed- 


. 


win than even the tempest itself T was all 


silent solemnity !———Many of the dead bodies 


the retreating waves had lodged in the cavities 


* 


of the inaccessible rocks, and the whole coast 


was strewed with wrecks. 


As he walked on the top of the cliffs con- 
templating this mournful scene, with a mind 
tortured by a thousand gloomy reflections, he 
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observed that the shore became more ſevet; til 
at last, without difficulty he could descend to 
the water's edge: Here he found the body of 
one of the young ladies, whom he knew to 
have been an unfortunate fellow passenger with 
him !— He used every exertion to restore 
her to existence, but alas! the springs of life 
were stopr ever! The robe of spotless white 
in which he had often seen her so charming, 


now served her for a winding: sheet to wrap her 


gelid limbs; which with the most religious care 
he conveyed beyond high- water mark; and, - 
with a heart: disselved in affectionate sorrow, 


deposited in a grave, Aan rede with his 


Od! hands: "RE $6183 
. ene mil this; . — While 


he performed the last sad.office-othimmaniity ;na- 


ture broke forth into this patheric.cxclamation. 


«<< Thou dean unfortunate! piece of / clay! forever 
adieu! — Perhaps some faithſul lover on thy 


native Shore waits in anxious sus pence to clasp 


thee to his beating bieast; and calf thet his for- 
ever. Some affectionate parent 'refls xe” pas- 


sing hour, in tedious expettatiotrofthyarrivat © 


But, ah! — the lover, the parent, and the friend 


d 


"E 


chall 8 for thee in vain ! 
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thy sacred dust; and, forgetful of every earth- 


ly connexion, enjoy that deep repose which on- 


ly the last trump shall disturb!— Happy, hap- 

y state !—— Oh ! had thy fate been mine 

ut heaven has not yet filled the measure of my 
misfortunes, —T am reserved for trials more 
severe! —Doomed to waste the sad remains of 
existence in hopeless exile — far from the charmi- 
ing object of my affections; —bereft of every 
consolation ; —yet cursed with remembranch 
and sensibility 6 F 


« Oh! were 5 like thee, eased of the burden 


of life would that some charitable hand might 


lay my weary bones by chine, and dropping one 
tender tear upon my, grave, leave ne to nyo 
the long, long sabbath of death! 


Having thus indulged the n * wes: 


be walked along the beach, and had not pro- 


ceeded far, before he dacovered a small, but 

strong box, which had been thrown up by the 

surge, and seemed by its great weight to con- 

ceal a considerable treasure; gold was to him a 

udeless acquisition; 9 without opening it 
2 
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he removed it to a little distance into the cavity 
of a rock, considering that it might one day 
fall into the hands of some more fortunate ad- 
venturer. , 
Some barrels of provisions had likewise been 
. thrown ashore, which he also took care to hide 
in the. clifts, not without returning thanks to 
heaven for this providential supply, without 
Which he must have been in imminent danger 
of perishing with hunger, for the country near 
the coast exhibited a scene of bartenness and 
desolation !—a rude, uncultivated, inhospita- 
ble desert, on which the power of vegetation 
never smiled I—a sandy and trackless waste, 
ever exposed to the scorching beams of a ver- 
tica} sun infested by beasts of prey, venemous 


serpents, and noisome insects. 


He sometimes thought of penetrating farther 
up the country, in search of fresh water, of 
. which he stood much in need; but then he 
considered, he could not conveniently take his 
Provisions with him over those loose sands, in 
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which 3 sink deep every step he trod; 
and should he miss his way in teturning, must 
ine vltably perish for want of sustenance; hesides 
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the dangers he had to encounter with, from 


wild beasts, and, perhaps, natives, more savage 
than those. He therefore thought it most pru- 


dent to pursue his walk on the shore. 


At about half a mile from the spot where he 
had taken up the box and provisions, the pros- 


pect before him was bounded by a chain of 


rugged rocks, which ran, in an errigular line 
up the country, and terminated in a right an- 
1 8 E 


on the beach, leaving, at high water mark, 
but a narrow passage between it and the sea. 
He had no sooner turned this point, than he was 


surprized by the appearance of two of the na- 


tives, forcing away with them a beautiful young 
Lady, in an English dress - they were of a sav- 
age and hideous aspect, and armed with lances. 


Fortunately he had the precaution to take 
with him a cutlass, which among other articles 
he had found upon the shore. Fired with in- 
dignation at the violence offered to the Lady, 
he resolved to release her, or perish in the at- 
tempt; he was forced to use his utmost speed 
to come up with them, which he had. no son- 


er done, than they brandished furiously their 


dances, quitted-their trembling prize, and be- 
gan to attack Hirn. 
In this skirmish Edwin behaved so gallantly 
as to lay one of them dead on the. spor, and 
wound the other, who nevertheless fled with in- 
credible swiftness over the most dangerous pre- 
cipices, and in a few minutes disappeared. 


Nile turned to the assistance of the contested 
Fair, who lay on the burning soil, during the 
combat, in a state of insensibility: a deadly 
paleness overspread her cheek: her half- closed 
eyes had lost their lustre; and scarce could 
he feel the gentle palpitations of life, as he rais- 
ed her hand, to bathe it with his tears. | 


While he was thus tenderly engaged, casting 
round his eyes, he saw a small rivulet of fresh 
water, which he not before observed, winding 
down the rock, in glittering meanders to the 
sandy plain below, where it was swallowed up 
and lost: Then taking up a large shell that lay 
near him, he rap, and filling it with the refresh- 
ing element, gently sprinkled it on her face; 
Alt produced the desired effect, and he soon 


ee enten .of zeturning animation 
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1 Gradually the flush "of f life eo her, deli- | 
; cate frame she once more opened her eyes 
wild with excessive woe ; and truly express ive 
of the perturbation of her mind ! 


She made several ineffectual efforts to speak, 
but at last in broken and confused accetits she 
- thus addressed* him. 


Brave and generous stranger! to him I | 
4 coe my protection fron the brutality of the | 
e most savage of the human species, it is far be — | 
y yond my power to make you any acknowiedg- 
d ment adequate to the service yotr have done — 
d me; nevertheless, 1 hope you will do mie the 
— honor to accept! this stall token of my gra- 
titude — giving him a diamond ring from her 
finger and should providence ever dire&t | 
you to your native shore, for I deem you are | 
an Englishman, if you wilb yet farther serve me ö 
in delivering this little 1 to a distrese d 
father, you may depen ri Being more li- 

berally re varded. Vl thar'she defiver- * 

ed it into his carat | 


And now *” rejoined! . « ] have but one 
more request to make, which is that you will 


culled me ch f den and ode ey cf ehe 
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in cverlacting repose, with. this concolation, 


that their last glance was blestewith the Night, 


BY 


ot: a countryman and a friend. 
What must have been the feelings + Ea. | 


win, when looking on the F of 
his charge, he read the name of Eugenio ? 


He stood motionless as a statue; and fixing 
his astonished eyes on the disconsolate Fair 


One, traced, in her' 8. the features of the love- 


ly Emma! 


Scarcely able to support himsclf, APY incap- | 
able of uttering a word, he snatched her hand 


in transport, and clasped i it to his heart! 
——Startled' at his conduct, and uncommon 
agitation of spirits, she gently. withdrew it, re- 


newing her former request, that he would per- 


mit her to close her eyes in peace. 


No longer able to conceal his passion, he | 


caught her in his arms, and confusedly articu- 


lated the word—Emma !—She gazed on him 


for a moment——recolleCted his Person; TA 
fainted in his embrace! 


Soon reviving, she lest him a with a look of 


. . 
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tenderness which could not be mistaken a 


words were inadequate to their feelings !——In. 
silent sympathy they grasped each others hand, 
and on each others bosom poured a flood of 
tears. The heart of sensibility alone can 
form a faint idea of the various emotions of 
their souls 3 5 ' 


sudden blush * diffused itself over her cheek—, 


© Thus'circumstanced, and without a distant 
hope of ever seeing again her native country, 
though much Confei, she freely disclosed to 
him the secret of her hear. He listened al- 
ternately with rapture and agony * 


The first moments of surprise and extacy 
past, parched with extreme thirst, and faint with 
long fasting, she readily shared with him the 
plain repast which he presented, and drank of 
the chrystal beverage which he fetched from 
the spring.—'T was to them a luxurious ban- 
quet; during which she gave him an account 
ot the most extraordinary &ccurrences of her 
life from their first interview at her father's 
house, nearly to the following effect. 


His engaging 8 and address, at 
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the fist ance, had kighty interested Her! in his 
favor—that the 8tory, of his misfortunes had en- 
thely completed th the conquest of her heart. 


The deep welancholy which took place of 
that chearfulness, which used to enliven her 
Epuntenance, coun. not escape the observation 
of her father e guessed the cause, and on. 
any honorable teri Ba. if Possible would have 
made her happy. 


Soon after the a as "Pot a cir- 
uml transpired, which solved his doubts. 
News was brought to his heuse that a sword had 
been found in the wood, which was supposed to 
have been the property of some person who had 
been murdered near that place.—The sword 
was produced' and he knew it to be Edwin“ 
He Shed tears on the occasion, but Ei mma's 
sorrow Was insupportable—she fainted at the 


Gegen; revived to N little Short of 
traction EF 


: For sorte weeks che:conrived in ithiy Situa- - 
tion; after.” which she again nn into a 


deep and dangerous melancholy. 1 . 
Her father who was # pattern of dba af- 
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lien. aber deeply i in her distress ; ;. and made 
every possible enquiry, consistent with that se- 


crecy which the nature of the business required, 


for the object of her affections and anxieties, but 


' 


from no quarter could any e account | 


of him be obtained. 


After some months. an RT "Yiend 
E.ugenio's recommended to his house, as a 
temporary asylum, an elderly Gentleman, and 
his Lady, who, he said, were in great danger, 
in consequence of the late vebellion. Eugenio, 
with that hospitable tenderness, which ever 


marked his character, accordingly, welcomed 
them to his teetuse mansion, till the national 
disquietudes should be adjusted or forgotten. 


Now were the woes of Emma # again renewed 
by an extraordinary discovery. Their guests 
mourned the loss of an only Son: — That Son 
was no Other than Edwin Unable to sustain 
the weight of her sorrows, she left her house in 
despair, and in a state bordering on insanity im- 
barked in a vessel bound for India, where a 
very wealthy relation of hers had settled a few 
nd GR 
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= "or fir removed Hoe © every scene den 
could remind her of the object of her passion, 
she gradually grew more composed; and wrote 
to her father, begging his pardon for the rash 
step she had taken. 


He returned a most affectionate epistle, i in 
which he expiessed the utmost joy at this dis- 
covery, without once upbraiding her for the 
Anxiety she had occasioned him. 


lere she resided till time had somewhat | 

blunted the keen edge of anguish, and meliorat- 
ed distress into resignation; che then thought of 
returning to bless the eyes of the best of parents, 
with her presence, and * his * to a 
better world. p 


With this Nn intent 0 l in an 
Englich vessel, which had been unfortunately 
wrecked on this savage coast a few hours before 
that in which was her lover, and Where every 
soul, except herself, perisned. | . 


Struck with astonishment, in a transport of 
Sratitude, Edwin fell on his knees and exclaim- 
6d Thou all-wise disposer of human e- 
vents! for this thy goodness, in sparing those, 
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—— —— Jenny to me "than my own, 


accept the humble tribute of my warmest praise! 
O ! if to the number of thy. undeserved metrcies, 
thou, wilt permit me to implore the addition of 
another, restore O + restore this dear maid 


to the expectant arms of her mourning rela- 
tives. | Pf, 


Then whether I become the prey of prowl- 
ing beasts, or savage men whether I find a 
tomb in the burning desert, or am whelmed 
beneath the stormy ocean, my last breath shall 
be employed in thankfulness and adoration!” 


The lovely Emma's tears flowed afresh, _ 
her admirer appeared in her eyes still more 
amiabie—did she now wish to live, twas with a 
view to complete his happiness. 


Soon as night began to close, he conducted 
her to where a huge rock formed a vast and in- 


tricate ca vern; at the entrance of which, on a 


'rugged* stone, they sat down; and Edwin ad- 


ministered every consolation chat tenderness and 
affection could suggest, to calm her fears, till 
the return of morning She reposed her droop- 
ing head on his bosom, as the vine rests her 
glowing clusters on the protecting elm. Net 
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without apprehensions of an attack from the 
inhabitants of the inland 75 or wild beasts 
in their midnight round; he kept his sword 
drawn in his hand, nor suffered . to take 
Possession of his eyes. 


The wished-for morn at last appeated, wher, 
to their inexpressible joy, they discovered a sail 
at a distance, and a boat coming ashore, in 
search of fresh water ; they ran down to the 
beach, as the crew landed, and had the happi- 
ness to find they were Englichmcn, who receiv- 
6d them WED the greatest "OOTY. n 


Edwin now recollected the treasure he had 
| left behind on the rock, and the Officers very 
kindly ordered some of the crew to assist AR 
in fetching it. 


Emma could not be prevailed upon to stay 
behind, but likewise accompanied him thither. 
On opening this box he found it contained a 
sum considerably larger than what he had lost 
of his own. 

After bestowing a handsome gratuity on the 
boats crew, they embarked; and joyfully bid- 
ding adieu to che wihuspitabie coast, soon reach- 
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hey met witk the 


" —— —— — 


ed the Ship, on board which t 


pier days? | | 
Suffice it to say that our adventurers were 
treated with the utmost tenderness and respect 
during the whole voyage, which proved exceed- 
ingly favorable, Immediately on their landing 
on the English shore, they set off, impatient to 
see their long-lamented friends; nor did they 
intermit their speed till they arrived at the house 


D 


of Eugenio, the sight of which filled their eyes 


with joy, and their beating hearts with congen- 
1al raptures ! for iliey had learnt, upon the road, 
that Edwin's parents were then on a visit at Eu- 
genio's, where they frequently spent a few days, 
and the similarity of their distfesses highly en- 
deared their company to each other. 28 
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with her sister, used to spend many of the sweet 
hours of childhood, and- drove up to the door, 
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the owner and his visitors were assembled ar the 
window, amusing themselves with various con- 
jectures about them. They now stopt short, 
and Edwin, alighting, handed down the charm- 
ing Emma. — They both caught a glance of 
their beloved parents Instantly the door 
was thrown open, and the lovely Maria appear- 
ed, in a loose, but decent dress: : 
Her form was fresher than the morning rose, 
When the dew wets its leaves; unstain'd and pure 
As is the lilly or the mountain snow! | 
Fler charms unequalled but by those of her 
charming sister, who. now rushed forward to 
embrace her. Edwin entered !—His mother, 
unequal to this sudden excess of joy, fainted in 
the arms of her venerable spouse.—Speechless 
for a moment, Eugenio gazed on his daughter, 


almost doubting. the evidence of his own eyes, 
till he clasped to his throbbing breast the dear, 

— —— Overwhelmed ' 
in the tumult of contending passions, for a con- 


long: lost fugitive! 


siderable time every one remained silent. 


During this pathetic scene, the good old 
Clergyman, whom we have before mentioned, 
returned from his morning walk. He was a 
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person — Dore che middle ctature, of 


2 fair and open countenance, in which seemed 
happily united the easy cheerfulness of the well 
bred gentleman, with the. unaffected goodness 
of the sincere christian. The hand of time had 
crowned his head with hoary honor, and me- 


horated the more robust features into a * 
ing gracefulness. 


No sooner did the AI man cast his 
eyes on the lovely wanderer, than the tears of 


joy started, and trickled gently down che fur- | 


rows of his Teverend cheek. 
Under his tuition che had imbibed the pn- 


ciples of virtue and religion, which he never 
forgot to inculcate, while engaged in che assi- 
duous business of accomplishing her mind in 
polite literature.— His esteem for her was next 
to that of a parent for his child; and she Jook- 
ed upon him with that affeftion and respect, 


due to the faithful guardian of her tender years. 


„ "Thanks to the almighty: ruler of human 


affairs!“ cried he, * I have lived to see hap- 


piness restored to this house of mourning! — 
Welcome! — Thrice welcome, thou 3 of 
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heaven, to the spot where first thy eyes beheld 


the light, and rejoiced thy indulgent parents“ 


bearts! Henceforth mayest thou enjoy as great 
a portion of felicity as can possibly be enjoyed 
in this state of imperfection— Now let 


me descend! —— He would have pro- 


ceeded ; but his tongue found not words e- 
qual to the feelings of his heart. | 


The first paroxisms of joy and surprise sub- 
sided, the adventures of Edwin now engaged 
their attention; and at the request of Emma, 
for whom the task would have been too severe, 
with his own, he interwove the story of her mis- 
fortunes; during the recital of which, their ar- 
dent eyes reciprocally exchanged many an ex- 
pressrve glance. *** | 
Scarcely giving him time to conclude, Eu- 
genio eagerly seed his hand, and thus addres- 
A ; 

“ Generous and noble youth, t“ whOm 1 
owe the preservation af my dear Emma, and 
my own present happiness, say what acknow- 
ledgment can I make equal to your -services? 


Edwin embraced the golden opportunity, 
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and 2 declared that could he de thought 
worthy the distinguished favor of becoming her 


future protector through life, he should attain 


the end of all earthly happiness; but if such a 
presu 9 was inconsistent with the peace of 
either family, he would give up the idea for 
ever, and retiring to some Sequestered part of 
the world, leave them to the enjoyment of that 
telicity, to which he must ever be a stranger. 


Such a proposition failed not of being high- 
agreeable to the parents of both; and they ex- 
pressed their approbation of it with mutual 
satisfaction. 


« My Emma!” cried Eugenio, taking 1e. 


by the trembling hand, I am not ignorant 


of your attachment to this gentleman ; nor 


do I doubt the sincerity of his passion.—I can 
truly. say that I should be proud to be allied 
to a family, with whose acquaintance I have 


for some years been honored ; and for whose 


character J have the profoundest respect. 


« On the subject of matrimony you know 
my sentiments: I should do injustice to your 
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affection and vagacity to <ppose your en 
- tions ina matter of such high importance. Pa- 
rents, too often, by over- acting their part, be- 
come the greatest obstacles to che happiness of 
tlicir children. I herefore, confiding in your 
discretion, I have ever flattered myself that in 
making your own option. mms 1 * insure 
the honor and felicity of bot. 115 


With a smile of vnaffected 8 che 
raised her eyes to meet those of her father's, and 
though a sudden trepidation restained her 
tongue, her rising blushes evidenced the passion 
in her heart, more torcibly chan the 1 most co- 
pious, language. — | 


The venerable 1 not bebind hand in 
point of gratitude, thus addressed his son Ed- 
win. 


In the trying Season of adversity, : aber hav- 


ing escaped by a fortunate stratagem from the 
tyrannic hand of power, this worthy gentleman, 


at the hazard of his life and fortune, secured 


your mother and myself from the rage of our 


enemies; for such signal services we are still 


under obligations inexpressible. What then 
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can be more consonant to our wishes? What 
can more enhance the value of those tender of- 
fices than the union proposed To be al- 
hed to a family, to which, next heaven, we are 
indebted for every thing dear to us, will fill the 
measure of our earthly happiness We have 
hved to see the mysterious conduct of provi- 
dence justified towards us, and we are more 
than satisfied with its dispensations.“ K 


« The time is now advancing apace when 
all our worldly possessions will be yours, and 
long may you both live to enjoy them 
Long may you be a bless ing to all around you, 


and teach your offspring, by your example, to 


learn chat vutue and religion are the only 
sdurces of permanent felicity.“ 


The preliminary articles being settled to the 
mutual satisfaction of either party, the mar- 
riage was consummated the next day by the 
reverend clergyman who, many years before, 
Joined the hands of Emma's beloved parents. 


i: Immediately after the celebration of the nup- 
tials, conformable to a prior agreement, Edwin 
sat off on a visit to his c-devant friend, Phi- 
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tander, accompanied by his charming bride, 
and her lovely sister. e 


To describe the picturesque beauty of the 


delightful spot he had chosen for his residence, 
were a task worthy the warmest efforts of the 
noblest pen! Deep in the peaceful bosom of 
a verdant vale, sheltered from the northern 
blast by a range of lofty hills cloathed with 


thick woods, intersected by pleasant walks; 


and affording numberless natural charms, stood 
his small, but elegant villa, the front of which 


Tooked towards the south, and commanded a 


prospe&t, the most extensive and enchanting 
nature could exhibit: whatever the poets feign, 
or exuberant fancy forms of rural beauty, was 


here reallized ; and here might the restless eye 


ever expatiate with increasing pleasure. 


They were received by Philander with all 
that affection which unfeigned friendship in- 
spires; and the entertainment they met was 
such as reflected honor on his taste and gener- 
osity. Nothing was here wanting that could 
contribute to their happiness; —rural walks, 
and rural amuse ment eng iged the greatest 
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art of the day; chojs evenings were divided 
cine books and instructive conversation. | 


— 
— 


It was in one of those reeable intervals, 
when the principal events of each others life, 
became the topic of discourse, that Edwin 
mentioned the extraordinary circumstance- of 
his being known to Sir Franklin Worthy— 
Here the mystery which had been the cause of 
many extravagant conjectures was unravelled, 
and explained. Philander now informed him 
that having anxiously revolyed in his mind his 
unhappy. situation; and conscious of his own 
inability to assist him—well knowing also the 
generous and noble disposition of that gentle 
Man; at his departure he laid the much- ad- 
mired lines of his friend; subscribing his name 
and place of abode, where they could not but 
fall into his hands, with an ardent hope that 
this scheme might turn put to his advanta ge; 
as it certainly would, had not the death of his 
pation prevented it. 

This distinguished act of Kiens , thou 
it failed of woke; effect, Com. __ 
ness of his heart, and the sincerity of his in- 
tentions, and atche same time it gave him, if 
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— * ail higher plac ce in. the este eemof his 
vistors.—In a word, his general conduct and 


conversation, were such as could not fail of 


rendering Im a choi oice friend, and a | des able 
| 1 | | 


P 


During this tis interval of phat 5 
to which virtue and innocence had given their 


Sanction, che charms of the amiable Maria, by 
imperceptible degrees, had gained an ascenden- 
cy over the affections of Philander ; nor had 


he che least cause to doubt but chat her Sefiti- 


ments, with respect to . were N fa- 
vorable. | 


= 


External NT? * vnaffected 4 gnity were 
her least commanding attractions; her mental 


accoplishments were such as might have 


warmed even the heart of a stoic! Though 


not hackneyed in the ways of public life, he 
had however, a just -opittion of the world —In 
point of education, te were so well acquainted . 


Wich the various branches of useful and polite 


learning; and still fewer possessed it like her, 
without pedantry or affectation. Of the fine 
| arts she was an admirer, and amateurs and her 


DOVEDELL HAM ung 


taste was uncorrupted by prejuclice, caprice 
or-8elt-opinion. 


That solitude which: Philander used t to eourt 


had now no charms for him, and he felt him- 


selt only happy in her company. Notwith- 
wanding he took every necessary Step to win 
her favor, he made no avowal of his pass ion, 
till; he had consulted his. friend, who Sincerely, 
studying the happiness of both, could not help 
promising to assist him with his good offices, 
Since no one was more conscious of his de- 
serts. 


Thus encouraged, he soon found opportu- 


nity to pay his devoirs to the object of his wish 


es, and the reception his passion met, was such 
as virtue and honor deserves. She however 
gave him to understand, that from pure mo- 
tives of filial affection and respect, she could 
make no peremptory disposal of her heart, or 


hand, without the e and approbation 


of her parent. 


After a stay of a ſew weeks, Edwin proposed 
to return, and gave an invitation to his friend to 


— chem with his p to a7 | 
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Hall. This propocal it it must be a we was 
the most agreeable imaginable to our lover, 
and accepted without hesitation. 


In the course of their journey, they were ac- 
costed by an elderly man, in apparent distress, 
who earnestly implored their charity; inform- 
ing them that he had once been a farmer of 
considerable repute in that country; bur that 
by a series of misfortunes, he had been reduced 
to penury ; that he had had two daughters, one 
of whom was dead, and the other, having been 
seduced by the artifices of a designing villain, 
- and having now abandoned every principle of 
virtue, sought refuge from eee by a lite 
of infamy and dishonour. 


His simple tale was s Seconded by J flood of 
tears. f 


Edwin, who viewed kim $6.5 attention du- 
ring this narration, in the person of the unhap- 


py supplicant, discovered the master whom he 
had formerly. served! 


He could scarce 8 IDES tears 7 1 he 
reflected on the instability of fortune, and the 
fate of the unfortunate. daughters ; therefore 
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without discoveri ing Himself, in pity to the feel- 
ings of the wretched man, who must have been 
more distressed at the recollection of former 
circumstances. making him a considerable pre- 
Sent, as did likewise Philander, he dis missed 
him with this advice. : 


Take chis my friend, 5 may a "TIE 
attend it—Fly to find out your deluded daugh- 
ter, and restore her if possible, to the paths of 
vin tue. This little boon, managed with dis- 
cretion, may yct give comfort to your declining 
years, and gild the setting hours of your hie 
with consolation and peace, ” 


So: saying, he turned away to > hide his emo- 
tions, and pursued his journey without giving 
his Petitioner time to thank him for his bounty. 


His su Iden 5 attracted the notice 
of his kriends, and he gratified their curiosity by 
acquainting them with the discovery he had 
made, they listened with equal astonishment; 


he chrystal drop of compassion trembled 


* 


in the eyes of the fair females, and a sympathe- 
tic Sigh Th the feeling bozom of Philander. 
P'2 
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Hgeing now arrived at their journey's end, 
they were received by Eugenio with every mark 
of pleasure and satisfaction; and Philander, as 
the friend of Edwin, was welcomed to Dove- 
dell Hall, with unfeigned cordiality. ok 


His affable and engaging deportment, to- 

ther with his other superior accomplishments, 
could not fail of recommending him to the es- 
teem of all who ever had the happiness of being 
his acquaintance ; but to a person of such abil- 
ities as Eugenio was possessed of, he could 
not but appear in the most distinguished light. 
He treated him with the most signal respect, 
and admired him not only as a great genius, 
but as a valuable friend. IL 

After saying thus much, it may be almost 
unnecessary to observe that he found very lit- 
tle difficulty in obtaining the consent of Eugen- 
jo, who, within a few months of each other, 
saw two of the most charming daughters. a 
parent's fondest wishes ever attended. united 
ro two of the most fertunate most deserving 
of men. — The prayer that he had long before 
casually preferred in the hearing of Edwin 
was gyentually successful; and he now thanked 


—— — r 


che almighty that his s0licitudes had not been 


in vain! 


On the decease of Edwin's parents, which 
happened some years before that of Eugenio, 
he became possessed of a very large independ- 
ent fortune. Thus blest with affluence, to the 
utmost extent of his wishes, he now saw an 
opportunity of making ample retaliation, for 
that generosity which Philander had shewn 
him, when a stranger in distress. Eugenio 
proposed, by will, to demise his fortune to be. 
equally divided betwixt thern: but Edwin re- 
quested that he might enjoy the favorite man- 
sion of Dovedell Hall, which he resolved ne- 
ver to quit, and desired that every other emolu- 
ment might descend to his friend and relation. 


The destined hour at length drew near when 
they were to be forever deprived of the best of 
parents! His disorder was lingering and pain- 
Fat but he bore it with that patience and re- 
signation peculiar to the Sincere christian; and 
in his last moments, after giving his advice and 
biessing to his children, expressed that peace 
and consolation of mind, which flows only from 
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A conscience void of offence towards god and : 
man. , ; 


He was interred in the bene 1 in rn ; 
owa little chapel, by the side of his beloved 
Charlotte; and a small but elegant monument 
Was creed to their memories, on which was 
inscribed these lines: | 

Or souls congenial—temper'd - to one e Hame ; EL 

Long strangers to the world, and public fame, 

Here rests a Pair, whose faithful hearts and _ | 
Cuhaste love conjoin'd in wedlocks' holy bands: 
Stop --Arop a tear, each gen'rous passer-by;. _. 

And, taught by their example—Leagy To Diez!" 


The good old divine felt and mourned his 
1oss not less than the rest of the family, and in 
a few weeks after, paid the debt of nature him- 
self, respected by all who knew him, and ripe 
for a state of glory. 


*.. 3 —— 


Philander and Edwin spent FO most tr 
of their time in alternate visits, and ever cher- 
ished that cordial friendship which had former- - 
ly smoothed the most rugged paths of life; and 
shone benignant through the clouds of adver- 


0 '' 08 1 
They had themselves been long probationers 
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in affliction, and hence had learnt to pity the 

distresses of others: they made it their care to 
scarch out objects worthy of compassion, and 
considered it as their duty to assist and relieve 
them. | | 


_— 


Reverenced and esteemed by the whole circle 
of their acquaintance, they long experienced all 
the happiness mortality could bestow ; and left 
behind them a name which even envy itself 
could never sully with a race to follow their 
bright example, and imitate their virtues—who 
proved themselves worthy of the parents from 
whom they were descended, and convinced the 
world that piety is not inconsistent with great- 
ness, but that when united, they become the 
unfailing soul ces of private and public felicity. 
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